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Getting United in
Worship and
the Truth

hile I was waiting for the worship to begin, I noticed

a booth displaying many books and a lady, with an
inspiring look, at the booth (I could not recognize at that time
if she was the wife of Pastor Lee Gyoojun). Attracted by her
Jesus-like aura, I took a quick look of many books with in-
teresting themes and bought all of them. She reminded me of
the missionary couple, whom I met in Manila 2 years ago.
That brief encounter with the missionary couple triggered
me a question, “why do they look so NICE and GOOD?”.
Since then, I became a Christian, accepting Jesus as my sav-
ior, in the following two months, which was truly a miracle
as our family has a long tradition of Buddhism. That’s why
I cannot take off my eyes if I see a presence of God in some
people.

There must be a reason why God gave us five senses.
Perhaps, He wanted us to feel his presence through all of
our senses. For example, we feel His presence when we look
at those inspiring people or magnificent beauty of natures.
We also feel His presence by listening to beautiful music,
particularly praise songs. Moreover, God gave us lan-gua
ges, which was never given to animals. I guess he wanted to
equip human beings with an effective tool to communicate
with God as well as understand and spread God’s words, the
most important secret of our life.

In this regard, the Wycliffe mission report by Pastor Lee
struck me with new insights on the works of God. I could
envision, from the Wycliffe report, that the pieces of Babel
Tower, which represented the arrogance of human being and
shattered by God all over the world into dust, are now being
recollected to be transformed into the bricks to build God’s
nation. Those languages scattered all over the world reflect
different lives and histories of various people groups, who
have drifted away from God due to their sins. Re-creating
these languages as the conveyors of God’s words would be-
come a first step toward bringing those lost souls to God.

As we became one in our praise singing, opening our
hearts to God, I thank God for giving us this hope that all the
different languages will become one through His Words.

Montreal Sarang
Presbyterian Church
Ji Hyun Lee
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Pre-ministry Training

(National Coordinator of Training, Personnel

Paul Hooper |
Department of Wycliffe Canada)

Many think, that because of advancements in technol-
ogy and education, most things are becoming easier
to accomplish. However, a challenging reality is that com-
municating the gospel through cross-cultural ministry in a
global setting is becoming more difficult rather than be-
coming easier. Because of the fast-paced “global village”
that our world has become, missionaries today find them-
selves “transported” from one cultural setting to another in
very little time and find that the cultures themselves could
be very different than what they have been traditionally.
Therefore time for understanding and adjustment can be
quite limited.

Along with this, the concept of nationalism is strongly
developing in most areas of our world. While this is some-
thing we generally praise because of the accompanying for
language and culture, this may also have a violent compo-
nent, which protects against any perceived “outside” influ-
ence. The result being that there are very few parts of the
world, which are considered “safe” (free from abuse) for
people to serve as missionaries.

What I have mentioned above are just a couple of ex-
amples among many others. I firmly believe that, therefore,
if we admit the importance of pre-training and it is to be
effective, prayer for missions must include pre-ministry
training. Itis through this time of learning that the mission-
ary develops a more complete understanding of a variety of
essential topics, such as his relationship with God, his own
culture, the culture in which he will minister, methods of
adjustment and the language in which he will minister.

This “basic training” is also an important part of spiri-
tual warfare and meaningful prayer support is essential if
the ministry that follows is to be effective.

I, personally, would like to thank each one who will-
ingly joins in the battle through prayer and would encour-
age you to prayerfully support the preparation ministry of
the ones who take the gospel to those of another culture.
Remember, the spiritual battle in which missionaries are
involved definitely starts before anyone leaves for the
“mission field”.
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