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erspectives is the short name for “Perspectives on the World
Christian Movement,” a dynamic 15-lesson discipleship
course aimed at opening people’s eyes to what God is doing in the
world— helping them move from being spectators to participants in
His global purposes. Held at cooperating churches or other venues,
the course features different guest speakers—expert in their topic—
for each lesson. Students pay fees to attend this intense, valuable,
life-changing series of study, and are encouraged to complete as-
signed readings between classes.

Perspectives has been running in Canada since 1992, and more
than 2000 students have taken the course in communities from BC
to Ontario to PEIL It’s geared for any committed disciple of Jesus
land will challenge thinking and encourage obedience as hearts are
imore closely aligned to God’s heart for His creation. This volunteer-
run endeavour reports numerous examples of how the course has
imoved people from thinking about, to actually getting involved in
God’s global mission of redemption— becoming World Christians.

“We promote this as ‘A Journey with God’ because we see the
direct impact it has on individuals as they understand God’s global
purpose and our role in it”” said Wayne Matthews, Perspectives Can-
lada Coordinator, and who also works as Director of Mobilization
for a mission organization. “In our mission, we can point to several
candidates for whom Perspectives was the tool God used to move
them to commit to ministry. And there are many cases of students
imaking profound changes in their lives, from greater involvement
in their local church, to reaching out cross-culturally in their home
town, to families moving to other countries to spread the Good
News of God’s love”.

Here is what some people are saying:

“Take Perspectives-it’ll ruin you for the ordinary!”

- Floyd McClung, International Director of All Nations Training
Center -

“For any church aspiring to motivate its parishioners towards mis-
sions, or persons preparing to be effective cross-cultural workers
this is a must course.”

- Church Pastor -

“To Go or not to Go, that was my Question. Perspectives made me
rethink my attitude; it’s about God and what He wants me to do. No|
more excuses.”

- Asstudent -

“We’re convinced that the benefit to the church in Canada has
only begun, but we also believe we have to customize the course for
a Canadian audience, using Canadian resources”. “Now”, said Mat-
thews, they face the task of recruiting and organizing volunteers “to
facilitate the growth and stabilization of this truly Canadian grass-
roots force for mobilizing the church. Perspectives Canada is de-
lighted to partner with Wycliffe in the mobilizing of World Christian
through The Perspectives Course.”

Everything from deciding its governance to revamping the web)
site is on the agenda, said Matthews. “But what’s most important]
is enrolling hundreds more students in courses in all key centers in
every province. . . . God’s people involved in His world-wide plan
for His Glory— that’s what this is all about. %@
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From left: Gyoojun Lee, Changsée
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had a dream in my youth, a dream of investing only one life on

things that would last forever, not on things that are here today
but gone tomorrow. During my young adult days, Wycliffe repre-
sentatives, Garland and Mavis Hoel showed endless interest and love
in my wife’s life and mine. Their genuine love helped us to see an
eternal purpose in giving the Word of God to those who don’t have it.
So, we committed ourselves to the task of Bible translation and were
accepted as Wycliffe Missionaries in 1997, the first Korean-Canadian
members. After finishing a Masters degree in Applied Linguistics,
we left Canada for Russia to translate the Bible into a language group
in Central Asia. Our son was two years of age and our daughter was
four month old.

Our journey up to that point was very rough as no Koreans from
Canada had gone before us to guide us and give us necessary advice.
Our home constituency’s understanding of missions was, by and
large, doing church planting, evangelism, and discipleship, but not
Bible translation. We felt very lonely and disappointed, facing a huge,
thick wall that needed to be penetrated. By God’s grace, a group of
people, although few in numbers but strong in faith and character, was
formed to pray. Churches stood behind us. 9 years have passed.
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After finishing a Russian language study and field training, we
moved to a country in the Caucasus to translate the Bible into the Udi
language. Since then, we were involved in alphabet making, literacy
work, and Bible translation, as well as training local colleagues until
July 2008.

Our first four years seemed ineffective and fruitless just doing
ground breaking work. We had to learn two more languages in addi-
tion to the Russian language. It was a daunting challenge to learn Udi
which had no written alphabet. In the beginning stage of our Bible
translation ministry, my wife and I were pioneers. We were the only
members of our organization on location.

My wife and I were the only foreigners who spoke the Udi lan-
guage there. We suffered isolation, loneliness, language barriers,
spiritual warfare, and persecution. We were seriously considering

packing up and going home.
By God’s grace, the alphabet was established officially and prim-
ers and reading materials were produced. Jonah, Ruth, Luke and

Genesis have been translated. Also, two local translators, one ex-
egetical advisor, and one literacy specialist were trained and they are
carrying out the translation project at this time. As a result, the church
was established and all local colleagues involved in Bible translation
serve as leaders of their church. Our ministry goal from the beginning
was to build capacity and sustainability in the community. By God’s
grace, our goal was accomplished in 2008.

Our group, which covers the Former Soviet Union, suggested
several ministry options while we were praying for the next phase of
our ministry. As we earnestly sought God’s direction, He has given
us a vision of “building up My wounded workers.”we feel led to es-
tablish a training/recharging centre for both pre field and furloughing
missionaries in order for them to carry out their work effectively and
strategically.

Three areas came to our mind:
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Language Acquisition

Being able to communicate freely not only determines the qual-
ity of one’s ministry but also the quality of life. Based on our ex-
periences of learning three languages and linguistics training along
with field training, we want to help workers to learn a language(s) as
effectively as possible.

Counseling

God has sent us a number of families that are wounded and
in pain. Although they do the work of God faithfully, as mature
people, nobody seems to address the deep needs they are facing by
taking care of their wounds. Consequently, some face the dangerous
situation of collapsing the ministry they are called to do. They need
professional counseling from someone who has been there.

Coaching/leadership development

We have seen workers who are gifted and talented in many
ways not being able to use their gifts effectively for the glory of God.
We want to help them to maximize God-given gifts and thrive in
what they are doing so their ministry will be joyful and effective.
We realize the foundation of what missionaries are doing should be
based on spiritual maturity and Christ-like character to be effective.

Looking ahead with this vision, we feel we are facing another
huge, thick wall similar to the one we faced more than 10 years ago.
However, God has blessed a people group in the Caucasus with an
established writing system, portions of the Bible, trained workers,
and church in their midst after 10 years of our obedience. We envi-
sion God’s wounded workers getting healed, cared for, recharged,
rested, and re-equipped. As a result, they will be more effective in
expanding the Kingdom of God. We believe that God not only calls
His people for a cause, but takes care of them until we see Him face
to face.

We are taking yet another pioneering journey trusting that God
has not forgotten those who serve Him faithfully in every corner of
the world. Many of them are wounded, worn out, and exhausted.
Just like 10 years ago, we are taking this journey with God’s people-
who appear to be hidden now but are gradually being revealed ac-
cording to His great plan. @
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