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April | attended the Check-IT-Out conference.

La St It provided me with a new perspective on
missionary work. At the time | was not sure of God’s call for me
and hesitated to commit myself to anything. The experience at
Check-IT-Out challenged me quite a bit, so | prayed and | remem-
bered the moments and keep reminding myself of what it is that
He wants for me. As | seek for God's clear guidance, He spoke to
me through the Bible, other people and circumstances.

God sent people from different directions to help me. Wycliffe
Canada Toronto mobilizer, Jessica Dempster was at Check-IT-Out
and | got to know her better at Café Wycliffe, which is a great way
to meet people with a similar vision in life and share the stories
and encouragement. The Korean ministries mobilizer, Gyujoon
Lee provided me with insights to Wycliffe’s work in Canada and
worldwide. He has been very patient through my uncertainties
and random questions.

In June, due to the G20 summit, my work gave me 2 extra
days of holiday. | got excited thinking that | could do some out-
door activities and wondered where | should go. That Sunday at
my church, | heard about another mission convention called the
Korean Student ALL Nations (KOSTA) in Niagara Falls which was
the same week as G20. Every year, | missed the convention due to
work, and this year, the circumstances were clear that | was meant
to go. My randomly selected roommate was a Wycliffe Canada
volunteer, and the first meal | had, | was joined by Wycliffe Mis-
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sionary Joseph Hong, who gave me valuable advice on my life di-
rection. The week after, | went to a cottage up in Kawartha Lakes
where there is a church with no pastor in charge year around. My
friend’s family invites pastors from a different town every Sunday
for the summer season. The Sunday | visited, the pastor was an-
other Wycliffe Canada Missionary John King, who shared his sto-
ries from Papua New Guinea. People might think that this could
be just coincidence, but for me there were enough signals that
God wanted me to do some work with Wycliffe Canada.
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| had to do something about it. | had to start from some-
where. That is when | heard about the Race to 2025. God knows
me so well that he knew exactly how to get me involved right
away. | love outdoor activities. | have biked from Toronto to Ni-
agara Falls just for curiosity last year. | also have biked from Kings-
ton to Toronto for fun this year. | go camping regularly and ab-
solutely love it. When | watched the promo video with men and
women running in the wilderness, canoeing, rock climbing, and
mountain biking, and all these for the glory of God, my heart was
pounding intensely.

I knew | was for sure | wanted to do this, but the race required
having a team of four people. | trusted God to provide what |
need and | started praying. People | knew who enjoy these kind
of activities were not Christians and people at my church were
not interested in outdoor stuff at all. After 2 months of praying
and asking around, | was invited to a Café Wycliffe hosted by
Jessica. | thought | would give it a try and printed some mate-
rials to hand out. The first person | was introduced to was Ben
Frankhauser. When he saw my prayer request, he shared that he
raced last winter and wanted to race again and was looking for a
team to join. Right beside us, Robert Ulfig joined in the conversa-
tion being curious about the Race to 2025. He was interested in
racing with us, and there, we had 3 people for our team. The last
member, Rachel Han, was introduced to me by Gyujoon Lee the
day before | met the other two. She showed some interests then,
and 2 weeks later, she emailed saying that she wanted to join the
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race with us. Wow! | said | trust God, but | was truly awed at how
he pulled the team together.

Race to 2025: Congo was held near Nordegg, AB. We did not
have to go to Congo. Even though | have been praying about Bi-
ble translation work in Congo and healing for the people suffer-
ing from the trauma of war and famine, | was more excited about
the race itself than what | was racing for. | asked God to give me a
sincere heart for the people of Congo and to show me the life of
missionaries on the field. | wanted to see Jesus in the nature our
Father created and the works He is doing through Bible transla-
tion ministries in Congo.

On the plane ride to Calgary, Robert was watching a movie
called “Chariots of Fire”. The movie starts with Eric Little saying
“So where does the power come from to see the race to the end,
from within... Jesus said behold the kingdom of God is within
you and if with all your heart you truly seek me you will surely
find me, if you commit yourself to the love of Christ and that is
how you run a straight race”

The first day of the race consisted of orienteering, 15km of
mountain biking, 15km of canoeing and a few survival and trans-
lation challenges. | knew | would not give up, but it was tough
racing through the rough weather. By the first checkpoint we
were the second to last team. We were by far the last team after
my bike chain broke at the bottom of a series of long up hills.
| felt shame. | called myself active and athletic and there | was
letting my team down and being the weakest link on the team. |
questioned God why He would even use me for mission work in
the field if  am so bad at the race. | did not realize then that in
order to do His work, | have to let go of myself and have to trust

Him and let him work through me.". and the one who trusts in
Him will never be put to shame!” Roman 9:33
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We got to the campsite fairly late that evening and we were
freezing cold. When we got to the site, other teams started help-
ing us set up tents and settle down, while we warmed ourselves
around the fire before we could move again. | had so much to
learn from the people who were willing to serve others when
they were also tired and had to race the next morning.
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Our team was the first team to start on the second day.
Mountain orienteering, rock climbing, biking and the linguis-
tic challenge were planned in order finish the race. | expected
some bushwalking, but the mountain got steeper as we headed
up higher. Other teams passed our team and the four of us kept
heading up. As we climbed, we had to scramble over rocks which
| totally was not prepared to do physically and mentally. At some
points, Ben and Robert carried my and Rachel’s backpacks for us.
After long hours of climbing, we were at the top of the moun-
tain. It was beautiful. There | could see the Rocky Mountains be-
yond the mountains in front of me, all created by our awesome
God. On one side was a cliff straight down 1500m. Before we
fully enjoyed the view and praised the Lord for what he allowed
us to see, we realized that we got off track a long time ago. We
had gotten lost and we would not be able to make it to the next
checkpoint anytime soon nor finish the race. We made the deci-
sion and finally radioed that we were just heading back to the
base camp where we started and all of a sudden our radio died.
Unexpected communication isolation gave all of us sense of
panic. It was my fault as | did not turn off the radio overnight. |
got so angry at myself about not turning off the radio and being
weary, and even was angry with God for letting me getting into
that situation.

Once we decided to climb down, we thanked the Lord and
prayed that He would show us the way. Then | lost my camera. It
was the only thing | had left. Even though | was weak and slow, |
had proof that | climbed up that high and went through the race.
It really hurt me to let go of my pride and feel very discouraged
on top of the steep slippery rocks. | would have broken down, if
| was not scrambling down with a 12kg backpack on my back.
When | got over that hill, all of a sudden | realized that God an-
swered my prayer through my camera. It was only a camera that |
lost. People in Congo lose their family, friends, village, and every-
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thing. At least | signed up for this race, but people in Congo have
to face suffering not choosing what they are getting into. | am
sure it is not even comparable, but God used my camera (thank-
fully not any part of my body) to remember them. At the orienta-
tion, Derryl Friessen was in tears just talking about the people in
Africa. What a heart to feel those people’s pain and pray for them.
| wanted that for myself and God let me have the taste of it on
that mountain where | lost my pride and felt like | having a real
hard time. God was with us. From that point, | felt comforted and
started having fun. We sang along “Every step | take | take in you,
you make me move, Jesus!” the praise was from the bottom of
our heart and we literally meant it. Eventually we were led to a ra-
vine and we were able to safely follow the path all the way down
to the trail.”In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct
your paths.’ Proverbs 3:6

I am so grateful that | got to experience this amazing adven-
ture with the teammates who were willing to wash each other’s
feet just like Jesus did for His disciples. | got to know my God a
bit better through the journey and learn about servant leader-
ship through Christian brothers and sisters. Also | recognize the
importance of the intercessory prayers and support from my
friends and church. I look forward to more ways God will prepare
me for His work in Bible translation and | would so do this again
and again. >*

“Wen you guys hang in dea all da way, dat goin make
you guys grow up and come mo strong inside, jalike you
suppose to, so dat you guys no need nothing moa”’
James 1:4 Da Jesus Book
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Th trip to Jungle Jump Off, hosted by JAARS (Jungle
EAviation And Radio Services), was an ineffable expe-

rience for me and surely for the other participants as well. Albeit the
trip struck me with animmense load of physical burdens, it definitely
enriched my soul with the valuable nutrients served by God's Word.

Not only did we have to spend a week in a simulated remote
village where there was no electricity, but we were also required to
sleep in primitive houses, battle mosquitoes, seek places for a mild
breeze amid the extreme heat and humidity, and utilise foul smell-
ing outhouses. Consequently, most of us patiently waited to do our
“business” at the JAARS centre, where there were clean flush toilets.
To neutralize the severity of the harsh environment and daily activi-
ties, we were given chances to enjoy ourselves. We went to the swim-
ming pool, which | could not really enjoy because | cannot swim;
went on a plane ride; visited museums where we were informed
about the history of many languages; were invited to four different
missionaries” houses for dinner; and took part in a five-hour simu-
lated mission experience called The Journey.

Personally, my favourite activity among all was the visit to mis-
sionaries’ houses for dinner. My group went to visit Ben and Diane
Clary, who have spent years in Papua New Guinea and Pakistan
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serving the Lord. We were served a very delectable supper, and they
shared with us their experience as missionaries. | was flabbergasted
by how perilous missionaries’ lives are and how missionaries devote
their lives to offer salvation to the unreached by spreading God's
Word. | found this dinner together with Ben and Diane especially
helpful because it got me wondering if | were bold and dedicated
enough to do what they have done.

Another highlight of the expedition was The Journey. We ex-
perienced the steps that missionaries take before they actually put
their feet overseas. | could enjoy the activities because they were
simulated, but | knew that actually experiencing them would be an
extremely long, complex process. At the end of each day, we were
all enervated from the strenuous day; nevertheless, we gathered in
groups to have a time of reflection. This fellowship we had sharing
opinions helped tighten the bond linking us. After the time of reflec-
tion, we had about thirty minutes of free time during which we en-
gaged in various activities, such as telling scary stories, playing the
ring game, and washing ourselves.

To be honest, before this excursion, | had had doubts about the
existence of God because | believed only in things that have solid
supporting facts; however, after this trip, | saw my stubbornness shat-
tered into pieces, and this experience has kindled my desire to live to
glorify God and to be the future generation of missionaries that serve
God translating the Bible into people’s heart language. e®
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irst off, | would like to start by mentioning how

blessed | feel that our group from Young Nak
Church had the opportunity to attend the Jungle Jump
Off (JJO) program run by JAARS.

On Sunday, 15th of August, twenty young students all
went on a journey, physically to Waxhaw, North Carolina,
and in faith, standing at different levels because of our
different upbringings. What | mean by different upbring-
ings is that we were all brought up differently in the faith.
Some students, being born into a Christian family, were
lucky enough to have been Christians all their lives, some
have been baptized, maybe even confirmed nowadays,
and some have relatively met the Christ relatively later on,
which | would put myself. However, these differences did
not matter in this journey we went on together. As we min-
gled in our very primitive “Chumpas’, which were cabins
made only of wood and had no true roof, we experienced
our God-given nature and genuine humanity in a group
without any distractions such as computer, TV, or cell
phone. Besides having fun and making new friends, semi-
nars and stories told by missionaries impacted us greatly.
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JAARS is an acronym of Jungle Aviation and Radio Ser-
vice, and this service group had been supporting many
missionaries all over the world involved in Bible transla-
tion. Learning about how JAARS functions awed us all. Who
would have known so many people were needed in order
to translate the Holy Bible? They needed not only transla-
tors but also mechanics, pilots, school teachers, carpenters,
and so many more to work together in Bible translation.

Translation was not just one man'’s job. Furthermore,
the work was sometimes dangerous, for people were of-
ten going into culturally and religiously different places
and tribes. Hearing all this, | thought to myself, “How did
these people devote their whole lives to God's work?
Where am |, in terms of faith? What kind of relationship
am | in with God? Do | even have one? Will God ever use
me, as he did them?”Then, | realized that | have been so
busy living my own life, worrying about my appearance,
grades, friends, and anything that a typical teenage girl
would be concerned about. This realization made me
think about my life again and look back on to my past
relationship with God.

There are so many influential and powerful people in
the world. They may have fame, money, or authority. How-
ever, real influential people are those who send out God'’s
Word and take part in God's work. We were lucky enough to
meet a few of them. Hearing their testimonies was indeed
a blessing from God. By the end of the trip, | had learned
about my faith.

Then, as | looked around the group of people | was sur-
rounded with, | thought that maybe we were chosen by
God for a reason. Before the trip, we were just individuals
with different talents and upbringings, but by the end of the
trip, we had one thing in common. God had planted a seed
of hope in all of us, that one day we will be used by him as
well.  would like to thank all of our parents who sent us to
JAARS, pastors who came with us, the program coordinators
at JJO, and God for giving us this precious opportunity. =
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O behalf of Wycliffe Bible Translators of Canada,
n it is an honour to welcome you to the GLocal
Conference, hosted for the first time in Canada.

| have heard from my colleagues of the importance of this
event each year for the Korean members of the Wycliffe com-
munity in every country where it has been held. Itis a tribute to
the leadership of Korean Ministries of Wycliffe Canada and their
partnership with churches that we could even think of hosting
this event this year.

One of my most enjoyable experiences since coming into
the leadership of Wycliffe Canada has been to get to know our
Korean brothers and sisters associated with Wycliffe Canada.
Throughout my ministry with Wycliffe over the years, | served
in Canada, in the Americas, and in Africa, but not in Asia. So
this is my first experience to work closely with Koreans, and it is
genuinely a positive, rewarding experience for me. And I'm not
speaking only about the delicious food that is served at every
occasion you get together, but | am speaking of the spiritual,
personal and leadership qualities | observe: The passion for the
Scriptures, the passion for missions, the passion for prayer.
These qualities are even more important than food for the Glob-
al Church to receive, take in, and digest.

Yesterday in our church we heard the reading of Acts 28
where Paul was speaking to the Jewish leaders in Rome. He ex-
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plains the gospel and concludes with these words: “So | want
you to know that this salvation from God has also been offered
to the Gentiles, and they will accept it That promise still holds.
We are among those Gentiles, non-Jews, who have accepted the
salvation of God, and indigenous peoples of the world are also
among them. As the message of salvation continues to go out
to the most marginalized language groups of the world, they
will accept it. Isn't it great to be part of that mission?

2-3% of Wycliffe Canada membership is now made up peo-
ple of Korean origin. | tell my staff, | wonder when that will be
5%, then 10%, then 15%? Will we hit these markers in 3 years, 5
years, and 8 years? You are preparing for a growing support of
the Korean Church for the Bible translation movement world-
wide, and for a significant increase in applicants and members
to Wycliffe and the world-wide Bible translation movement. The
question and challenge for us is “Are we in the administration of
Wycliffe organizations as prepared as you are?”

Enjoy your meetings. Enjoy your fellowship together. Enjoy
our city and surrounding regions, if you come from elsewhere—
as | understand you will have an outing or two. And we look for-
ward to Wednesday, when we can host you at the Wycliffe office
and others of our staff can meet you. Oh, yes, and enjoy Korean
food together. =
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