
Loving Relationship 
with God

The second half of Exodus and Leviticus act 

as the first barrier to those who try to read 

through the Bible from cover to cover. It 

changes from intriguing stories to monoto-

nous rituals and regulations. It even explains 

bloody traditions of sacrificing animals which 

seems very repulsive to us today. But these 

books are key to understanding the messag-

es of the entire Bible. 

Firstly, though these specific laws appear to 

be very complicated and somehow mean-

ingless to modern readers, they do make 

perfect sense when we consider our rela-

tionship with God. He loves to be with his 

people; his people should be like him, ‘ho-

ly’(Lev. 11:45). That is why God commanded 

Moses to build the Tabernacle at the very 

centre of the Israelites’ camp in the desert. 

The Israelite people felt God’s presence with 

all their senses as well as with their spirit. 

Secondly, we need to understand the mutu-

al interactions between God and his chosen 

people. God wants them to love him back as 

well. Thirdly, we can understand how pre-

cious and invaluable Jesus’ once-and-forev-

er sacrifice was when we truly get into this 

sacrifice and offering system. A lot of the 

New Testament’s messages and symbols are 

based on this.

Often times, it is easier for people in Africa 

or some Muslim background brothers to un-

derstand this part of the Bible because they 

still keep the similar rituals, or animal sacri-

fices. That is why Jean-Claude Gnintedem so 

anxiously wants to see this part of the Bible 

translated in his language. He is one of the 

Yemba Bible translation team members. He 

realized this when he studied at FATEAC, a 

theological school in Côte d’Ivoire, to bet-

ter prepare himself for Bible translation min-

istries. He knows how much his people still 

practice their old traditional idolatry rituals. 

He believes once his people understand what 

God really wants, they will be transformed. 

So, he intentionally chose to write his thesis 

on the sacrifice system in the Old Testament.

As Jean-Claude studied this topic, he trans-

lated a part of Leviticus, chapters 1-7. He 

says, “I am convinced that if my people un-

derstood better how Jesus offered the ulti-

mate and perfect sacrifice that satisfies any 

need for sacrifice they might have and sur-

passes anything they could offer, they would 

not be so attached to the old system. In-

stead, they would be much more ready to 

appreciate and rejoice in the full meaning 

Let’s read the Bible We consider together
Leviticus 4:1-12

   8:22-29

  (Hebrews 7:26-28)

Leviticus  11:39-45

  (Matthew 15:17-18, 

   Acts 10:9-16)

How is my family serv-

ing God? How can I 

show my love for God 

in every circumstance; 

hanging out with my 

friends and when 

studying?
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