
   Marilyn Laszlo was a missionary serving the 

Sepik Iwam people, but she was very mad. She 

had seen merchants lying to the Sepik Iwam 

people because they could not read. One of 

the Sepik Iwam elders was smoking a ciga-

rette that was wrapped in an Australian twen-

ty-dollar bill. The elder did not know what 

twenty dollars could buy, or what it meant. 

The Sepik Iwam people were selling crocodile 

skin, which was worth several hundred dol-

lars, for a few fish hooks, a small bag of salt, 

flashlights, or a handful of coins. 

 

   To show the Hauna people just how much 

they had been cheated out of, Marilyn bought a 

calculator and measuring tape. She also found 

a price list for crocodile skin that the Papua 

New Guinea government had published. Mari-

lyn taught the Sepik Iwam people how much 

each dollar bill was worth, and the true price 

of crocodile skin. She also taught them basic 

numbers and how to add and subtract. Soon 

the Hauna people started to change.  

 

   “Excuse me, Masta(Master). What you are 

doing to my people is not right.” “Boy, be 

quiet! What do you even know?!” the croco-

dile skin trader said. The boy did not get an-

gry, and said again, “If it is alright with you, 

I will show you.” With measuring tape, he 

measured the size of the crocodile skin and 

wrote its number. Then he looked up how 

much it was worth from the price list made 

by the Papua New Guinea government, and 

softly said, “This skin is worth 300 pounds.” 

That day, the Hauna people were not fooled 

by the merchant. (Marilyn Laszlo/Luci Tumas, 

Mission Possible, pg. 71.) 

 

   Learning to read and knowing basic num-

bers can save you from the lies of bad people. 

The poor Hauna people were freed from the 

tricks of others. In Psalms 72:4 it says, “Help 

him (the king) to defend the poor, to res-

cue the children of the needy, and to crush 

their oppressors.” (NLT) Sometimes our Father 

God gives us our fish, but He is also a Father 

who teaches us how to catch our own. This 

means that there are times when He pulls us 

out of our sufferings, but He also gives us the 

strength and wisdom to succeed in times of 

trouble.  

 

   When we look around us, there are bad peo-

ple who hurt and lie to those who do not know 

any better. There are so many people who are 

poor and suffering. Wycliffe Bible Transla-

tion missions help lead the way to free these 

people from unpleasant places. Aid is given 

to them in emergency situations, but Wycliffe 

missionaries want people to make their own 

decisions to choose a better path, even if it 

takes a long time. 

 

   One example is Paraguay, where Wycliffe 

works with the local churches to give out food 

and clothes to tribes in need. High school stu-

dents and university students, who can be-

come leaders, are given scholarships so that 

they can think for themselves and gain the 

strength to act on their own. With this, even 

if foreigners or other wealthy people come to 

help and then go back home, the poor would 

still be able to meet their own needs by them-

selves. (Victor A. Gomez, How to Develop a 

Holistic Impact as a Bible Translation-Focused 

Organization: LETRA Paraguay as an Emerging 

National Model) 

 

   Bible translation missions that teach others 

how to fish are small, but they have brought 

big changes. God worked through missionaries 

to help the poor and the suffering. Let us pray 

that many more people would be able to act 

for themselves, and for the missionaries to be 

able to help the best they can. 
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Let’s read the Bible We consider together
Bible translation is a long-time-taking 
ministry but its result lasts forever. 
Studying looks like the same but it 
gives us long lasting rewards. Let
us study hard.  
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