
A village without a pastor or missionary to 

teach the Bible! In this place there was news 

that people were starting to believe in Je-

sus. What could this be? How could such a 

thing happen?

In the Canela village there was no teach-

er that could teach others about the Bible, 

and no church. There was only a document 

left from Jack and Jo Popjes, who had been 

banished by the Brazilian government. In 

that document were literacy materials (ma-

terials that helped people read) that Jack 

and Jo had made for ten years, the Book of 

Luke, as well as the Book of Acts. 

The Brazilian government had told Jack 

that he could share other documents with 

the Canela people, but not the Bible. The 

Canela people heard Jack’s troubles, and 

told him to place both of the documents 

into two drums when he left the village. If 

Jack left the two drums in a place that is 35 

kilometers away from the village, the chief’s 

son would go pick it up. The pickup spot 

was outside of the boundaries of the village 

and therefore the missionaries would be 

keeping their promise to the Brazilian gov-

ernment. Three years passed in the Canela 

village, with no church, no Bible study, and 

no missionary…

One day after three years had past, after a 

whole week of walking, riding a truck, tak-

ing the bus, then walking again for 800km, a 

man came to find Jack. It was Jaco, a friend 

who had helped them translate the books 

of Luke and Acts into the Canela language. 

Jaco had begun to pray all by himself! 

Jaco had been reading the Book of Luke 

and Acts and had heard a question come 

from his heart. “When will you obey what 

you have read in the Bible?” Jaco went out-

side and began to pray. “Great Father in 

the Sky, according to what I read in these 

papers, you are very good and I am very 

bad. Please do something for me.” At that 

moment God adopted Jaco as a part of His 

family.

But Jaco was not the only one to get ad-

opted by God. Many more people listened 

to what Jaco had to say, read the Bible, and 

became a part of God’s family.

The Canela village was considered aban-

doned, with no church or missionary. 

Through just two books of the Bible, God 

directly called out to the Canela tribe and 

spoke with them through His Word, and 

they became God’s children through adop-

tion. Let us pray together that many more 

nations would be adopted into God’s fam-

ily, and that each of them would be able to 

have a Bible translated into their own lan-

guage.
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Let’s read the Bible We consider together

Who Is It...?

Dear Father God, help me hear Your 
voice through Your Word. Please give 
the same blessings to those nations 
who have not had Your Word in their 
language yet, as soon as possible. 

Jeremiah 25:1-9
31:27-34
35:12-19

 


