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How the Power of the Word
comes to Bibleless people

We usually begin Bible translation by translating
the gospel of Mark in the New Testament. Mark is
the shortest Gospel comprised of a series of events
and stories. The second book to translate is often
the gospel of Luke which is used as the script for The
Jesus Film. Onceitis done thefilm is dubbed in the
local language and presented, which often resultsin
a breakthrough of evangelism for that local
community.

Sometimes, we begin with Genesis in the Old
Testament in some areas. For example, Muslims
know the stories in Genesis through their sacred
text, the Quran. Itis also recommended to translate
Genesis first in the areas where people have an idea
of the great creator God and his creation story.

People in more developed countries tend to take
the creation of God in the Bible asa good story and
do not expect the power of God the Creator in
their life. But this is not the case for those who have
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recently received the Bible in their own language. For
example, the Sepik Iwam people who live at the
midstream of Sepik river in the northern part of
Papua New Guinea did not have any Scripture in
their language until 1971. Marilyn Laszlo went to
Hauna, a village where Sepik Iwam people live and

helped them to have the Bible in their heart language.

She trained young boys to do Bible Translation
work, and other work when her partner,another
single female missionary had to leave the village. The
team needed to go down to Ambunti, where an SIL-
built small airstrip was, to get supplies once per
month. She taught the boys how to handle the
inboard motor and instructed them to load 4 tanks
of gas for the downstream voyage but 5 tanks for the
upstream voyage because they had to travel against
the current. She emphasized this many times but the
boys were not careful enough to remember this and
took only 4 tanks when they came back from
Ambunti to Hauna. Their boat stopped moving

forward 40 miles before they got to Hauna. Marilyn
got soangry and kept blaming them. The boys had
enough and asked Marilyn to fasten her mouth and
sit back and they began to pray to God. In fact, they
had been translating Genesis. "Papa God, you know
everything. You know we have a problem in the
midst of this river. We have a motor problem and
the current drifts us away. But as you know, we have
more problem with Marilyn.. You made the whole
world. You made the sun, the moon, and stars. But
none of them fall. That is a huge power. So, Papa
God, you are enough for us. We don't even need
gas." Then those 8 boys who had prayed with their
hands on the motor, pulled out the ignition rope
and the motor started. The boat kept traveling
against the current for 45 minutes to an hour
without a drop of gas.

God still holds the universe with His power of
creation. And He loves to reveal that power to those
who believe in Him and expect it!

Week 1 Prayer: Just as any other missionary works, it is important for the Bible translators to find out
what is already carved in the mind of the people group by the hand of God . Dear Lord, please help
your workers be humble to learn from the people they serve with a due respect to them.
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