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God wants

"Sweet-heart gifts”

words by Gyoojun Lee & illustration by Yaeeun Kim

There are many kinds of offerings mentioned in
the Bible. We can divide them into two,
‘obligatory' and freewill based on the donor's
willingness. These freewill offerings are men-
tioned many times in Exodus, Leviticus and Deu-
teronomy but actual instances of freewill offer-
ings are described on five occasions.

There were three times when the Israelites peo-
ple offered freely to build God's dwelling place
among them: first when Moses built the Taber-
nacle (Exodus 35, 36), second when David pre-
pared the building of the First Temple or Solo-
mon's Temple (T Chronicles 29), and finally when
the returned Jewish exiles built the Second Tem-
ple or Zerubbabel's Temple (Ezra 2:68). Two oth-
er occasions were revival times in Hezekiah's (2
Chronicles 31:14) and Josiah's era (2 Chronicles
35:8).

David is the best example of this freewill offer-

Read the Bible,
Bless the Bibleless
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ing. He not only vowed before God in his Psalms
(54:8) but also kept his vow exemplifying himself
when he generously gave back to God (1 Chroni-
cles 29:17). This is possible only when we believe

and confess that all the blessings are from God

and all we have is given by Him (29:16).

Phillip Hewer is a Bible translator and consultant
who checks translated Scriptures to see whether
the translation is properly done. As he consulted
the Kasem language translation team in CGhana, he
learned an interesting expression in this language.
He found that the Kasena translators had used
two expressions interchangeably for this term,

when people are giving. If we render it in natural
English, it is "sweet-heart gifts". He warned us not
to generalize too much though; in fact, "warm-
heart gifts" in Kasem means stingy giving.*

We believe your giving is not from a reluctant

nor a compulsory heart but a willing and gener-

freewill offerings (nadabah in Hebrew). They were

literally "own-thinking gifts" and "sweet-inside gifts"
in Kasem. The team had to decide which one to
use with consistency as it occurs 26 times in the
Old Testament. They checked those 26 usages
with the help of a good computer software and
chose the latter as it implies the generous attitude

ous heart, that is "sweet-heart gifts". God loves
this cheerful and prepared giving (2 Corinthians
9:7). We strongly advise you to READ the Bible
first and then BLESS the Bibleless as much as you
have been blessed as you read. But for how
much, you may decide for yourself "with a cheer-
ful heart"

*Philip and Judy Hewer have worked with the
Kasena people. The Kasem New Testament was
published in 1989, and the whole Bible in 2015. Please
pray that God will continue save the people’s life and
transform it through the Kasena Bible. For more
details, please visit Hewers blog,  http://
hewersofwood wordpress.com/tag/old-testament/

Week 5 Prayer: Thanks to the Lord for the completion of the whole Bible in Kasena! Holy Spirit, we
pray for your anointing and application of Your Word to the mind and heart of the Kasena people

so that more Kasena people can come back to the Lord and enjoy the abundant life.
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