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God Wants a mutually
loving relationship

words by Gyoojun Lee & illustration by Yaeeun Kim

The second half of Exodus and Leviticus act as
the first barrier to those who try to read through
the Bible from cover to cover. It changes from
intriguing stories to monotonous rituals and reg-
ulations. It even explains bloody traditions of sac-
rificing animals which seems very repulsive to us
today. But these books are key to understanding
the messages of the entire Bible.

Firstly, though these specific laws appear to be
very complicated and somehow meaningless to
modern readers, they do make perfect sense
when we consider our relationship with God. He
loves to be with his people; his people should be
like him, 'holy'(Lev. 11:45). That is why God com-
manded Moses to build the Tabernacle at the
very centre of the Israelites’camp in the desert.
The Israelite people felt God's presence with all
their senses as well as with their spirit. Secondly,
we need to understand the mutual interactions
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between God and his chosen people. God wants
them to love him back as well. Thirdly, we can un-
derstand how precious and invaluable Jesus' once-
and-forever sacrifice was when we truly get into
this sacrifice and offering system. A lot of the New
Testament's messages and symbols are based on
this.

Often times, it is easier for people in Africa or
some Muslim background brothers to understand
this part of the Bible because they still keep the
similar rituals, or animal sacrifices. That is why Jean-
Claude Gnintedem so anxiously wants to see this
part of the Bible translated in his language. He is
one of the Yemba Bible translation team mem-
bers. He realized this when he studied at FATEAC,
a theological school in Cote d'lvoire, to better pre-
pare himself for Bible translation ministries. He
knows how much his people still practice their old
traditional idolatry rituals. He believes once his
people understand what God really wants, they

will be transformed. So, he intentionally chose to
write his thesis on the sacrifice system in the Old
Testament.

As Jean-Claude studied this topic, he translated
a part of Leviticus, chapters 1-7. He says, “l am
convinced that if my people understood better
how Jesus offered the ultimate and perfect sacri-
fice that satisfies any need for sacrifice they might
have and surpasses anything they could offer,
they would not be so attached to the old system.
Instead, they would be much more ready to ap-
preciate and rejoice in the full meaning of his sac-
rifice for them. I long to know how to communi-
cate this well in the Bible translation we do, so
that they know this reality and accept it”

Please pray together with him and Yemba
churches (where Christians are 3.2% of the popu-
lation) that the whole Bible can be delivered to
Yemba people in Cameroon as soon as possible!

Week 6 Prayer: Thanks to the Lord for the portions of the Bible already translated. There are 92
percent of the Bambileke-Tchang people who claim to be Christians. But only 5 percent are Christ-
followers. Lord, we pray the Old Testament translation into Yemba will help other over 85% of nom-

inal Christians to become real ones.
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