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God's Word
Redeeming Cultures

words by Gyoojun Lee & illustration by Yaeeun Kim

Joshua's campaign to enter the land of Canaan
and drive out the Canaanite peoples was more of a
spiritual than a physical war. God made it clear to
Abraham when He gave the confirmation of His
covenant to Abraham (Genesis 15:16). That is why
the Israelite people had to get rid of their shame, or
sin away by doing circumcision before they got
into the battle. God also showed His loving care of
His people when He did not drive out the Canaan-
ite peoples too quickly; it was so that the land
would not become desolate (Exodus 23:29).

Missionaries are supposed to follow these excel-
lent examples that God has shown us. They should
be very careful not to make people's lives desolate
in the process of eradicating evil from their culture.
John Ommani, a member of Bible Translation and
Literacy, the Wycliffe organization of Kenya, shared
a good example in his article, "Tharaka Female Cir-
cumcision: A Case Study in the Role of the Transla-
tion Organization."
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Female circumcision is also known as ‘female geni-
tal mutilation.” People who practise this believe that
circumcised women will not be tempted into sexual
activity and that this will help them be more faithful
to their husbands when they get married. To outsid-
ers, this is definitely an evil practice that should be
abolished. But the Tharaka translation committee
found that there are other good traditional values
that complywith biblical values in this practice.

This practice is done as a rite of passage. Respect-
ed older women give young girls sexual education
and transmit the value of keeping sexual fidelity be-
fore they observe the ritual. This ricual also gives
young girls a strong bond to their tribe. These are
very important values in keeping their Tharaka iden-
tity. Therefore, the translation committee suggested
to preserve the educational part while getting rid of
the evil, physical mutilation of the female clitoris.
Yes, circumcision should be done to our inner
selves, rather than to the outer body.

Ommani tells us about the result by quoting Rev.
Githetu, a local Methodist pastor.

“I have never known these seminars could
help me so much. | had been in Bible school
and all  was told was that we should stop cir-
cumcising women, that it was evil and wicked.
How could | tell that to my people? It is like
abusing your own mother of how ugly and
dirty she is. Even if she is, you do not tell her just
bluntly like that! lam glad that the old men
who came for the seminar said that the whole
community needs to hear this. The way people
are now teaching this to the young girls is gain-
ing momentum.”

Once God's Word becomes available in a lan-
guage that people can understand, the darkness
overruling their community is expelled, their life
begins to be transformed, and their culture is
redeemed.

Week 10 Prayer: It is always the Holy Spirit that illuminates His truth on the corrupted and distorted

cultural behaviours so that the people of that culture can change their destructive behaviorus into

life-enriching ones. Holy Spirit, please come today and show Your truths to the national Bible trans-

lators.
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