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Answered Prayers

words by Gyoojun Lee & illustration by Yaeeun Kim

Tekla's father was recognized as the descendant
of a spiritin the Balangaos, one of the small lan-
guage groups located in the high mountain areas
of Luzon island, Philippines. In fact, he sold out his
soul to demons to spare his daughter from death
when his other five children died except Tekla. She
was also supposed to accept (a) spirit(s), or be-
come demon-possessed, but she refused. Instead,
she tried to be a believer when she heard the mes-
sage through an itinerary priest who visited and
preached in her village from time to time.

God finally answered her prayer and sent a mis-
sionary, a Bible translator from the United States. It
was no surprise that she became the language
helper when Joanne Shetler came to live among
the Balangaos. Once Joanne was in a terrible flight
accident but this turned out to be a great blessing
to Tekla and other Balangaos in the long run.

Before the last steep ascent, Tekla prayed,
"Oh, holy God, it's up to you. Maybe those peo-
ple are right and we have desecrated your holy

Read the Bible,
Bless the Bibleless

Wyclitte

Mar 12

Mar 13

Mar 14

Mar 15

Mar 16

Mar 17

Mar 18

Jos 15-17

Jos 18-19

Jos 20-21

Jos 22-24

Jud 1-3

Jud 4-5

Jud 6 -8

Word by putting it into our lowly language. And
if so, then we accept our punishment and Juami
(Joanne) will die. But God, if that's not true, if you
really do want your Word in our language, then
let her live-don't let her die. But God | need a sign
-l need to know..if | call out Juami' and she an-
swers back, Tekla' then I'l know she will live."

The room | was in was packed with people.
They crowded around me with their last gift-
their presence when | died. Through the com-
motion, | heard Tekla burst into the room,
"Juami!, Juami!"

"Tekla, Tekla, it's OK. Il be OK." My voice was
weak; | couldn't get enough air to push it out.

Tekla turned to the quietly weeping crowd and
said, "She'll live! She'll live!"

Spurning her words, they looked down at me, a
ghostly pile of bloodied cement and grotesquely
bulging eyes. "Can't you see she's already dead-
just her breath is left."

"God will keep her alive," Tekla said. "She'll be

allright, I know." And Tekla took over for the
night.

It was not only Tekla but other Balangao
Christians who stayed at Joanne's bedside
through the night and prayed. "Lord, don't let
her die. The Book's not done yet. Just let her
live. The Book's not done yet" (And the Word
Came with Power, pp. 15~16)

Joanne confessed that God would "weave these
two extremes', her severe pain out of the accident
and the indescribable joy for the answered prayer
together. She had prayed that Balangao Christians
could learn to pray with intensity. Finally, Tekla
could have God's confirmation on herself and her
commitment to the Bible translation ministries.
And other Balangao Christians showed their yearn-
ing for God's Word which was expressed by their
fervent prayers that night. It was not only Gideon
but so many other missionaries and new believers
have experienced the same answered prayers.

Week 11 Prayer: Dear Lord, thank you for hearing us when we talk to you. Please hear our mis-
sionaries and national workers as they yearn for their people to see and experience Your love and
power through Your Word, translated into their heart language and the Christ-like lives of the mis-

sionaries and national workers.

Translating Scripture, Transforming Lives

Weekly Prayers
Bible Translation
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