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The Faithful Restorer

words by Gyoojun Lee & illustration by Yaeeun Kim

God's restoration is always extraordinarily amaz-
ing. Who could even think that it was possible for
Naomi to be filled with such joy after all of the loss-
esin her life?

Erin Chapman should have changed her name to
Mrs. Shideler after getting married to her husband
Kevin. But she kept her last name Chapman be-
cause it is one of her connections to her deceased
family members. Erin's life became more bitter
than Naomi's when she was bereft after the tragic
death of her parents due to a flight crash in 2000.
Erin had already lost her older brother Timothy
and younger brother Ross to cerebral malaria just
six days after her family came back to Hamilton,
Ontario for their furlough in 1988. Erin was only 9
years old at the time. Even Erin's mother Ruth was
admitted to the hospital on the same day due to
her hepatitis. But all of these awful disasters did not
keep the Chapmans from going back to the mis-
sion field again. Bob served as a pilotand Ruth as a
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teacher in Cameroon and they became the direc-
tors of Sub-Saharan Africa Area of SIL.

Thankfully, God sent Kevin to Erin to restore her
life. Kevin was one of the closest friends in her
school years in Cameroon. 3 years after her parents
death, Erin got married to Kevin and they had a ba-
by named after her mother, Alexa Ruth Shideler. Erin
still keeps her father's wedding ring which has an
inscription inside. It is part of Ruth 1:16, "wherever
you go, | will go." Yes, Ruth, Erin's mom, faichfully
accompanied Bob to serve God and God has re-
stored so many lives in Cameroon.

"Bob Chapman remains for eternity as a pillar to
the development of Cameroon National languages.
During his tenure as Director of SIL in Cameroon, he
singled out himself as modest, humble, committed
and zealous missionary and administrator. He per-
formed his duties with practical examples and at
every step strived for perfection. As such, accompa-
nied by Ruth, he toured all the nooks and crannies

of Cameroon....In December, 1995 Bob and Ruth
defied the dusty and rough road leading to OKu
and showered their blessings on the Oku Language
Society. Henceforth the Oku language has devel-
oped and grown from strength to strength. The
seed sown has borne enormous fruits...."(eulogy (p.
59, In Heavenly Love Abiding)"

Chapman's home church in Hamilton dedicated
one chapel room, to commemorate Chapmans'
service in Cameroon, where Erin and Kevin had
their wedding ceremony in 2003. CABTAL a na-
tional translators organization in Cameroon
named their head office building after Chapman's
name in 2007, to recognize the couples' faithful
service. Finally, the New Testament in Oku was
dedicated in 2013. God is the faithful restorer!

(For the full story of Erin and her parents, you
may read the book above and visit Wycliffe Cana-
da's website to read the Summer issue of 2010,
Word Alive Magazine.)

Week 12 Prayer: Dear Lord, we are very thankful for Your unfailing love and your faithful workers
who passionately keep following your lead in spite of many difficulties and adversaries they have
gone through. Please give them Your joy and the vivid evidence of Your presence as they keep

pressing on.
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