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Bull's-eyes

words by Gyoojun Lee & illustration by Yaeeun Kim

To complete a Bible translation project, so many
national workers and missionaries need to work
together. They humbly confess they are merely
ordinary people being used by God's mighty hands
to accomplish the formidable task of Bible transla-
tion and other related ministries such as literacy,
education, and community development.

Pilots are among these missionaries and take very
critical roles in this team ministry. Very often, mi-
nority people groups who need Bible translation
find themselves living in remote areas. It takes at
least few days to get to those places, sometimes
longer than a month, without aviation services.
JAARS (Jungle Aviation and Radio Service) began
its ministry in 1948 to provide air transportation
service to Bible translators and workers in other
fields and has contributed with its top-notch spe-
cialties in all of the areas mentioned above.

Bob Giriffin, one of the veteran pilots, tells us how
these pilots faithfully serve the Lord.

My friend Nate Saint once said, "Landing our
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little missionary airplanes on jungle airstrips is like
parking in the garage while driving 60 miles an
hour." I've parked in a lot of those garages.

The Hohulins are Bible translators working with
the Ifugao people in the mountains of the north-
ern Philippines. Their airstrip was a jim-dandy-for
them. It cut a grueling two-and-a-half-day hike to
a 12-minute flight. But for the pilot it was some-
thing else. The 490-foot airstrip had been chiseled
precariously into the side of a steep mountain
ridge. One end was a very solid, nearly vertical
basalt mountain: the other, a cliff, instantly sup-
plied 2,000 feet of stomach-wrenching altitude
on takeoff. Parking in Hohulin's garage was always

an experience!

Early one morning | made three trips to get
Dick and Lou and all their gear out for a linguistic
workshop. After the third landing | had a few mo-
ments while | waited for Dick, so | walked back to
the approach end of the strip. Like any marks-
man, | wanted to check the target, to see where |
had touched down on each of those three

n . n
adrenaline generators.

Bull's-eyes! All three were bull's eyes! Every
touchdown was within 15 feet of the others and
about one airplane length from the end! | was
really tickled. (pp. 29~30, Cleared for Take-off, by
Bob Ciriffin)

Of course, this did not happen by chance. It was
the result of repeated trainings and consistent
works of faithfulness; just like David did. Bob adds
one more comment at the end of this story. It was
notjust a slingand a stone but also David's trust in
God. David confessed, “By you | can crush a troop,
and by my God | can leap over a wall” (Psalm 18:29,
NRSV)

Likewise, itis not only by our daily life style of
faithfulness but also by our continuous reliance
upon God’s faithfulness that we can win over this
gigantic world.

Bob resonates, “Practice and trust—that's how
to make bull's-eyes.”

Week 13 Prayer: Dear Lord, we do not know how often we forget to rely on Your strength and

wisdom. Let me do my best in everything that | do; not fo please people or earn money, but fo

serve You. Please remind Your workers of the importance of doing their best in small things as

their service to You.
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