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Great Reward in Heaven

words by Gyoojun Lee & illustration by Yaeeun Kim

We may think that a committed person of God
would never look back on their commitment, wor-
rying about his or her future. Even David went
through years of suffering until he became the
King of Israel, and often cried out to the Lord,
"How long, O Lord?" But he never failed to close his
prayer with a confession of his unwavering faith in
God's steadfast love (e.g Psalm 13:1, 5-6).

A letter from one of his supporters shocked mis-
sionary pilot Paul Westlund as he was asked this
question: "Paul, where were you and what were
you doing at 3:30 am Eastern Time on April 117" He
got goose bumps as he flashed back six weeks from
the date of the letter to April 11. That was exactly
when he held a half-dead airplane thinking, 'If | get
out of this alive, 'm going back to the States. This
was what he had struggled with.

To the young, serving God in the jungles or
giving one’'s self to full-time ministry of any kind
looks like a grand adventure, But 20 years into
it, the perspective changes, even for missionar-
ies. Paul realized that retirement was coming,

Read the Bible,
Bless the Bibleless
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and his nest egg was nowhere near the size of his
friends'in the secular world. The strains of life in
the fishbowl, always forced to wear cheaper
clothes, drive cheaper cars, and take cheaper,
shorter vacations, start to grind. Life seemed
tougher than it had to be, and God seemed far-
ther away than he was when Paul was young.

But to his question 'until when, O Lord?, God gave
an answer through this lady's letter.

"Paul, .. At 3:30 in the morning of April 11, some-
one slapped me on the back of the neck. | woke
up immediately, .. then | became intensely aware
that you were in trouble over water, and | need
to pray for you. | prayed. | could not stop praying
for an hour and a half. Paul, are you OK?”

("Wounded Sparrow," pp.33~36, Jungle Flight by
Dane Skelton)

Paul's eyes were filled with tears as he read this
letter. 3:30 in the morning of April 11 was exactly
when he sighted the beach of a smallisland. If he
had landed, the plane would have been destroyed

when the tide rose. He pushed on for another half
hour or so and finally landed his ailing bird at the
home base safely with 15 years and thousands of
hours of skill.

Soon after this happened, he got a job offer from
the US. He was guaranteed for piloting the King
Alr, a luxury plane. But because of this letter, he
answered "Thanks, but no thanks." He was not able
to simply "trade the prayers of God's people for the
coolness of flying a jet and the money it would
bring.”

The Westlunds served in Indonesia for 25 years at
YAJAS|, a partner organization of JAARS, serving
with Bible translators and national workers until he
was called to God in the plane crash in 2011. He
faced difficult trials of this sort many times but "he
could regularly be heard saying, 'Ilsn't this just the
best life a guy could have!"

Paul's wife LaVonne has been working at the
head office of Wycliffe USA since Paul died in the
line of his duty .

Week 14 Prayer: Dear Lord, many workers are fully dependent on your provision. Please help them
see how abundantly you have blessed them. Also encourage your people to see the need of those
workers and gladly become your hands of provision.

Translating Secripture, Transforming Lives
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