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Inhocent until

words by Gyoojun Lee & illustration by Yaeeun Kim

The life and attitudes of a believer and a non-
believer are different in so many ways. Most non-
believers, for example, do not consider themselves
to be sinners. To be considered a ‘'sinner’in the
secular sense, often one must be a law-breaking
criminal, or commit some sort of socially-
unacceptable, moral crime. Therefore, people who
are not caught for their evil deeds are definitely not
seen as ‘sinners.

And this applies to sinful intentions and
thoughts as well. Unless these ideas are translated
into actions, neither are they thought of as being
sin. But we know that God looks at the inmost
depths of our heart. In the New Living Translation,
it says that God searches the heart and examines
our secret motives (Jer 17:9). Proverbs 20:27 of the
NLT says ‘The Lord’s light penetrates the human
spirit, exposing every hidden motive’. There is
nothing that we can hide from God
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One time, the words ‘lead us not into temptation’
from the Lord’s Prayer were wrongfully translated to
let us not be caught in our sins’in a Liberian lan-
guage. The translators there were not fluent enough

in the language to communicate well its meaning, so

the local volunteers translated the text according to
what they believed it meant, based on the context.
Thankfully, by the grace of God, the misinterpreta-
tion was later discovered and rewritten correctly.

Revealed in this mistranslation was the culture’s
practice and belief that ‘if one is not caught, one is
not guilty of sin’. But this is not only this one cul-
ture’s belief, but a view that we as Christians some-
times subtly accept. Even as we recite the Lord’s
Prayer, many times we do not confess our sins and
repent. Instead, we try to hide them below the sur-
face, lying to ourselves and to others. (from p. 17,

God s Word in Man s Language, by Eugene A Nida)

King David refused to repent and tried to cover his
sins, abusing his authority to murder his own faithful

servant Uriah. He thought that if he and Joab re-
mained silent, no one would know and his crime
would go unnoticed.

Thankfully, the Bible tells us that if we confess our
sins and repent, God will always forgive us. It is ra-
ther asin to claim that we are without sin, because
then we make God to be a liar (1John 1:9-10). Ar-
rogance in our good works or our righteousness’,
wealth, power, and wisdom are often what keep us
from repenting and being honest before God.

Let us give thanks to Him who pierces the dark-
est corners of our heart with the light of His Word,
and let us confess our sins to Him who is faithful
and just to forgive us from all unrighteousness. Let
us pray that the same blessing of forgiveness would
quickly come upon the Bibleless as well.

What do you see? What do we appreciate and
are really happy for? Let us pray for their vision to
seek what is truly valuable and for our pure moti-
vation to serve God and His Kingdom.

Week 15 Prayer: Dear Lord, we again confess and acknowledge our total depravity and corruption.
Please help us hold ourselves clean in our motivation and purposes within, let alone our outward
behaviors, which is only possible through Your Word, the double-edged sword revealing our inner

most thoughts and desires.
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