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Thirst for God's Word

words by Gyoojun Lee & illustration by Yaeeun Kim

With Elijah's prophecy, Northern Israel did not
have rain for three and half years. They searched
the whole kingdom to find "all the springs of water
and all the wadis" (1Kings 18:5, NRSV) to cope with
the severe drought. But they did not know it was
not just water they had to find but God who is the
real source of life-giving water (Jeremiah 2:13). That
is why God sent out Elijah to meet with Obadiah
and tell Ahab that what they needed was God
Himself. This message is all about Elijah’s confronta-
tion with the 850 prophets of Baal and Asherah on
Mt. Carmel.

Here are K people Christians who are really
thirsty for God and His life-giving Word.

The K language group live in a Muslim dominant
country. They were not able to read the Bible in
public even after the whole New Testament trans-
lation was done in their language in 2002. Due to
security issues, they decided to have a retreat for a
complete reading of the New Testaments in a
neighboring country. However, it would take three
days by plane, train, and bus to get to the venue

Read the Bible,
Bless the Bibleless

Wyclitte

Apr 16

Apr 17

Apr 18

Apr 19

Apr 20

Apr 21

Apr 22

1Ki 1-2

1Ki 3-5

1Ki 6-7

1Ki 8-9

1Ki 10-11

1IKi 12-14

1Ki 15-16

passing through two countries. There was also a
nation-wide instability at the destination country.
But amazingly, 70 people signed up for this event
and they prayed hard for the stableness of that
country.

Finally, the situation was settled enough so that
they were able to travel. They passed through the
two borders individually and met in the third coun-
try together. They then traveled again on buses for
15 hours to get to the meeting place where they
had four days of Bible reading sessions. They even
met with neighbors who they had not known were
Christians (Masihi) because they could not be pub-
lic about their beliefs. It was such a blessed time for
them as they sang and praised, crying out prayers
without worrying about being uncovered and per-
secuted.

In the beginning, only those who were good at
reading the K language sat in the front line to read
aloud so that others could follow with their eyes.
But soon after, the people in the second row want-

ed tojoin in. Some Masihi were troubled and sad
in the beginning because they thought they would
not be able to carry the K New Testaments back
into their country in the fear of being discovered
by the local police. But at the end of the Bible read-
ing, worship, and prayers, they became bold and all
the copies were taken. Some even shouted, "Let
the persecution come!" Of course, all the partici-
pants arrived back at their homes safely. The K
church planned for another New Testaments
reading and they convened at a retreat centre in a
remote mountain area in their country. 100 Masihi
who were not able to attend the last session came
and read the Bible together.

(excerpted from Luke Yoon's story on the K peo-
ple, pp. 13-17, NonGotBangUn, vol. 219)

We thank Cod for their thirst for His word and
their willingness to pay such a cost to water them-
selves with it! Let us pray for their continuous
growth in His Word as they keep translating the
Old Testaments in their language.

Week 16 Prayer: Dear Lord, thank you for the invaluable sacrifice you have made to make this
Word alive among us! We thank for the forerunners who have translated the Word in our heart lan-
guage. Let us resume this thirst and hunger for Your eternal-life-giving Word that we will enjoy joy

and peace as we drink and eat it.
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