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More Valuable than Ever

words by Gyoojun Lee & illustration by Yaeeun Kim

People live once. But what if a second chance
was given to us? In fact, to many of us, a second life
is given. Some have survived from tragic accidents
or wars that most perished in, and some are mirac-
ulously healed from incurable diseases.

Hezekiah was one of the few characters in the
Bible who was granted to a second life. God gave
him more time on earth. But how he utilized it was
more important. Unfortunately for him, the Bible
tells us that he did not make good use of his sec-
ond chance. He showed all the treasures of his
kingdom to the Babylonian envoys when they
came to congratulate him for his near-death re-
covery, which was confirmed by a cosmic sign. It is
more frustrating to see how he responded to
God's rebuke through the prophet Isaiah. He did
not even consider his descendants' future.

There was a missionary who was mistaken once
to be a terrorist. He made a ticking sound while
breathing because of the artificial valve in his heart.
John Beekman was diagnosed with Aortic Valve
Regurgitation and Stenosis. To pump blood from
the heart to the rest of the body, the left ventricle
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presses blood out through aortic valve which is
constantly flapping, But for John, this valve would
not close well, which would cause blood to leak
back into the left ventricle. He eventually had a con-
gestive failure and had to have an operation as soon
as possible. The success rate was 50:50. Thankfully he
survived and thought about how he could make his
life more valuable.

Realizing that he could no longer walk or ride the
rugged trails in village evangelism, John wanted
to make his life count for the maximum during
his predicted short life expectancy. He reasoned
that he could contribute the most by teaching
the Chol New Testament to preacher boys who
would come from all over Chol country and
adapting the translation to a new Chol dialect
that had just been surveyed. (p. 169, Peril by Choice)

God was pleased with his choice and used him for
an even bigger purpose when the SIL board nomi-
nated him as the Translation Coordinator for all
translators around the world. But he struggled a bit
with the decision as he had dreamed of raising na-
tional translators in Guatemala and teaching there.

"You are the man best prepared for this job," a
board member had told John."You have lived
in a tribe and helped prepare an approved
translation. You have had administration expe-
rience in Guatemala. And, most important, you
have already developed a proven workshop
program that helps translators do faster and
better work. Now and in the years ahead, hun-
dreds of translators from tribes in many coun-
tries will need the type of guidance that you
have given the Mexico translators at Mitla."

John and Elaine knew the Board had prayed
and given the appointment careful thought.
They had decided to accept on the conviction
that as long as John lived, he should give his
strength to whatever counted the most. "If God
can use me in helping translators speed His
Word to unreached tribes, then | want to
serve," John said. (p. 203, Peril by Choice)

What a contrast between the king Hezekiah and
John Beekman's attitude following their second
chances. Itis not about the length of our life butiits
significance.

Week 18 Prayer: Dear Lord, Lord, build up your Bible translation missionaries to become leaders
filled with Holy Spirit-given vision and wise strategies, so that they can truly serve you with lives that

are worth every moment!
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