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Proudly counted as
one of God's nations

words by Gyoojun Lee & illustration by Yaeeun Kim

Itis stunning to see how God consistently tells us
in the Bible about the all nations that He wants to
reach out through His chosen people. He com-
manded them to leave out so-called the Gentiles
Court at the Temple for other nations to come
and worship Him. This idea resounds at Solomon's
dedication prayer, which includes all nations.

But his chosen nations now has expanded from
Israelite people to other nations in spiritual sense.
Therefore, Solomon'’s prayer for his people can be
applied to any people groups that recognize them-
selves as "my (God's) people, called by my (His)
name" (2 Chronicles 7:14). Then, how can a people
group know that they are God's people called by
His name? We can find the answer from the New
Testament dedication ceremony for Nawuri peo-
ple late in 2012.

They are a people group with a small number of
population, about eighteen thousand. They live in
a dozen villages around the chief town of Kpandai,
in northern Chana. Their main industry is farming
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and they have a traditional religion. They believe
their ancestors' spirits live together with them and
should appease them to get diseases away from
them.

This small number of people celebrated the arrival
of the New Testament in their language on Nov. 23,
2012. At the ceremony, the chief emphasized the
importance of their mother-tongue Bible from a
different angle.

"When we go to politicians, we are not known,"
he said.

"But when we go to God, we are known." With
tears in his eyes, he exclaimed,

"We have now been counted among God's peo-
ple." (p.31, Word Alive, Spring 2013, Vol. 31-1)

Dr. Paul Opoku-Mensah, director of the Ghana
Institute of Linguistics, Literacy, and Bible Transla-
tion, expressed very well the impact of Bible transla-
tion work when he said:

In the hands of a marginalized group, the notion

of “children of God" can be a critical organizing
principle, vision, and practical tool for transfor-
mation. In other words, for a marginalized
group like the Nawuris, being counted among
the “children of God" is more than spiritual sal-
vation. It could also be understood, and used, as
a key to transforming their perception of them-
selves, including their potentials and possibili-
ties.

refer to hteps//www.gillbtorg/2012/12/dedication-
and-renaissance/

They have been incorporated into the God's
Kingdom. Now, they have become one of the na-
tions in Revelation 7:9-10, ".. a great multitude that
no one could count, from every nation, tribe, peo-
ple and language, standing before the throneand
in front of the Lamb ... cried out in a loud voice:
‘Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the
throne,and to the Lamb."

When God speaks their language, they can clear-
ly know they are God's children.

Week 20 Prayer: Dear Lord, who embraces the nations by names as you embrace each one of us,
human beings, may there come a time when your name will be called, and your work of calling
them by name, among the many peoples who still do not know you in their own language!
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