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Thirst and Hunger
for God's Word

words by Gyoojun Lee & illustration by Yaeeun Kim

God gracefully allowed both Judah and Northern
Israel to have their remnants. For Northern Israel, it
was the seven thousand who had not bowed
down before Baal (1Kings 19:18). But for Judah, it
was the exiles who were captured and brought to
Babylon. These exiles were those who had experi-
enced the revival, reinstitution of temple worship
and festivals through the power of God's word in
the time of King Josiah.

Jeremiah prophesied the restoration of Judah
through the returned exiles who kept God's Word
and handed it down to their descendants even in
Babylon; where they lived as the people of a fallen
nation. Daniel took this to be true and re-told it
(Daniel 9:2). This was how Ezra was able to lead the
returned exiles, along with those who were leftin
Jerusalem, into the revival through God's Word
(Ezra 9-10).

The Canadian Bible Forum recently issued its
research on Canadians' Bible engagement. Accord-
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ing to this research, only 5% of Canadians read the
Bible every day; 4% a few times a week and 2% once
a week. This number gets a bit better when we look
at Christians as a whole; 6% every day, 6% a few
times a week, and 3 % once a week. It is more posi-
tive with evangelical Christians as 22% of them read
the Bible every day, 22% a few times a week and 6%
once a week. (htep://www.bibleengagementstudy.ca/)

What a contrasting response we have in Canada
with those in the field who encountered God's
Word for the first time in their history. People would
rub the Bible with their hands, cherish it in their bos-
om, kiss it and place it on their foreheads, with tears
glittering in their eyes. (http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=yhvranRtlKk)

Faye Edgerton was a missionary to Korea in the
early 1900s but came back to the US in 1922 due to
her poor health condition. She was not able to re-
turn to Korea but instead started the Navajo Bible
translation as she had seen how amazingly Koreans
responded to the Bible in their own language when
they read it, and how it changed their lives. A strong

indigenous church was established as a result. She
saw the same thing happen in the Navajo commu-
nity. People learned how to read, just so that they
could read the Bible and read it all through the
night, even without eating and drinking for several
days. (pp.30-32,112-116, God Speaks Navgjo by Ethel
Emily Wallis)

Some Korean churches make it a tradition to
read the whole Bible (or at least the New Testa-
ment) as the first thing for a new year.

Don't their thirst and hunger for God's Word
embarrass us?

Josiah tore his robe when he heard the words of
God from the scroll which was found at the bot-
tom of the donation urn. He asked Huldah the
prophetess what to do. He declared God's Word
to his people and lead them into the Passover festi-
val (2 Chronicles 34-35). Now, let us re-discover
God's Word from the bottom of our hearts which
has been smothered by many Christian religious
practices. Let us drink it like a thirsty people. Let us
chew it word by word.

Week 21 Prayer: Lord, thank You for such a great ministry as Scripture Use/Engagement. Pour out
your grace on the leaders who serve in this ministry, that people may adapt the gospel to their own
culture, and that those who participate may experience the grace and power of your Word to be
transformed, and through them, their communities are transformed.

Translating Scripture, Transforming Lives

Weekly Prayers
Bible Translation
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