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To Tell the Truth

words by Gyoojun Lee & illustration by Yaeeun Kim

Daniel repented on behalf of his ancestors for
their sins (Daniel 9:1-19); not believing in the
truthful word of God (13). His ancestors did not
believe but their descendants became to fully
realize how truthful God's Word was through
the painful reality: the exiled life in Babylon. This
is why he said "this is true," when he received the
Word of God (10:21, 11:2).

However, what if the warning is not true like
the Boy Who Cried Wolf? There is a lesson; the
only reward liars receive is disbelief when they
speak the truth. But what if lying is so common
in a community where people are rearing their
children with lies? There is a people group in Pa-
pua New Guinea who believe lying is OK.

Sursurunga people grow up with the belief

that if they allow their young children to cry,
evil spirits will come to take the child's spirit,
and the child will become sick and die. In or-
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der to keep their children from crying, parents
start lying to their children from the day they
are born. One example of this can be seenin
the interactions between Tala and his mother.
“Tala, we need to go.” Little Tala refuses and
cries so his mother says, “There’s a truck wait-
ing on the road. Do you want to go for a ride?”
There is no truck, but Tala stops crying and
goes with his mother. Both missions are ac-
complished — Tala obeys his mother and stops
crying. The evil spirits have been thwarted and
Tala will not get sick and die.

The truthful Word of God started changing their
behaviors. When they were convicted by the
truth that lying is a sin against God at the SALT
course, they decided not to tell lies. One grandfa-
ther went back home after the first lesson, con-
fessed his sins, and asked his children's forgiveness.
He had told them not to cry as the moon would
eat them. His daughter had done the same thing
to her children, of course. So he asked other family

members to repent and confess their sins as he
had done.

Another man said, “The talk about truth really
pierced my liver, causing me to feel sorrow
and begin new behavior. | am committed to
speak the truth to my new grandchild.” A
woman who has been a believer and teacher
for many years confessed, “l must always
speak the truth. I have been manipulating my
grandchildren with lies. | need to focus on
speaking the truth in every situa-

tion.” (excerpter from Wycliffe Global Alli-
ance’s stories)

What would happen if we all believe in God's
truthful Word as itis and tell only the truth?

We thank God that He has revealed how
truthful He is through His Word, translated in
their language, Sursurunga, and helped them live
in line with His truth. We pray that God's word
of truth will change our lives too!

Week 22 Prayer: Dear Lord, please proclaim your truth through the translated word in each nation's language

that all false idols and the evil spirits manipulating tehm will be cast out. May the truth of your Word set all

people free from falsehood and fear, so that they may live true lives, serving only you.
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