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God of the poor

words by Gyoojun Lee & illustration by Yaeeun Kim

Many verses in Psalms declare that the Lord is
God of the poor and oppressed. Likewise, kings are
supposed to be God's agents by practicing justice
and giving care for the poor."May he vindicate the
afflicted of the people, Save the children of the
needy And crush the oppressor.” (Psalm 72:4 ) King
Solomon was not consistent in doing this (1 King
12:4) but Jesus the King was. We as royal priests (1
Peter 2:9) must represent our King Jesus in the
same way.

There are so many people in this world who are
not treated well by others and suffer from injustice
and poverty. This is why Wycliffe Bible Translators
put our focus on fighting against poverty and in-
justice. We try to help them for both immediate
needs and long-term systemic development that
eventually improve their economic situations.

In Paraguay, for example, we mobilized local
churches to help with immediate needs: food
and clothes. We also raised dozens of scholar-
ships for High School and College students as

Read the Bible,
Bless the Bibleless

Wyclitte

Sun, June 25 | Mon, June 26 | Tue, June 27

Wed, June 28

Thu, June 29 Fri, June 30 Sat, July 1

Psa 25—-33|Psa 34—-38|Psa 39-45 Psa 46—-53 | Psa 54-61 |Psag 62—-68|Psag 69-72

away to provide long-term empowerment.
We find that these kinds of activities, however
tiring or time-demanding, will give the com-
munities practical tools that will help them
meet their needs themselves, not depending
on foreign or national “godfathers” that may
leave the place when their own plans and pro-
jects are fulfilled." (How to Develop a Holistic Im-
pact as a Bible Translation-focused Organization:

LETRA Paraguay as an emerging national model, by
Victor A. Gémez )

Marilyn Laszlo was indignant when she saw illit-
erate Sepik Iwam people disadvantaged. She saw
one of the elders smoke a cigarette which was
wrapped by a paper money, Australian 20 dollar bill.
"Several-hundred-dollars worth" crocodile skin was
unfairly sold only for "a few fish hooks, a small bag of
salg, flashlights, or a handful of coins.”

She bought calculators and measuring tapes, and
found the Papua New Guinea government issued
price list of crocodile skins. She explained how badly
Hauna people were cheated by telling them the
value of paper bills and crocodile skins. She added
that they would be cheated again if they wouldn't

learn how to read and count. Hauna people were
stunned and decided to learn the basic arithmetic
and reading,

"Excuse me, Masta. What you are doing to my

people is not right"

"You shut your mouth! You are nothing more

than a jungle boy!" the trader shot back. "what
do you know?"

Showing respect and natural politeness, Paul
said again, "Excuse me, Masta. | would like to
show you."

Pulling out the tape measure, he laid it against
the skin, then wrote down the numbers. After
checking the government price list for a skin of
that dimension, he softly said, "This skin is worth
300 pounds.”

The Hauna men were not cheated by croco-
dile-skin traders that day! (p. 71, from Mission
Possible, by Marilyn Laszlo with Luci Tumas)

Justice is restored and the poor help themselves
when they know how to read and do simple math.
Bible translators are often times become God's
agent answering the poor and oppressed.

Week 26 Prayer: Thank you Lord for bringing Your justice into these people exploited for years with
literacy and bi/multi-lingual education. With the teachings of Your translated Word in their language,
please help their communities be transformed into those of mercy and truth.
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