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Power of Forgiveness
words by Gyoojun Lee & illustration by Yaeeun Kim

The most powerful thing in the universe is God's
"forgiveness”. This restores everything fallen, cor-
rupted, distorted, and broken due to human sinful-
ness. That is why Jesus taught us forgiveness by
saying and doing. Forgiveness was emphasized
twice when he taught the Lord's prayer (Matthew
6:12, 14-15). In fact, it was even emphasized one
more time in Jesus' teaching about no retaliation
and loving enemies (5:38-48). All these were culmi-
nated on the cross as he gave himself out for our
atonement.

In many cases, where the Bible is translated in
one's own language, people’s life expectancy tends
to be extended and the population grows. As they
realize what God's love for them looks like, they
decide not to hit back. Wars between tribes and
clans are halted.

In Papua New Guinea, many tribes still believe
sorceries as the cause of illness and "accidents." At
one village of Mangap-Mbula, a woman was vi-
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ciously pulled down out of her canoe and killed by
crocodiles. Her family suspected that one of the Bi-
ble translation team members had done sorcery and
beat him almost to death. Doctors said he wouldn't
make it or live a normal life even though he could be
healed. But by God's grace he was fully recovered.
However, because of the trauma, he was not able to
live alone. But God's restoration came to him
through His Word.

He was invited back to his translation team and
they were translating Psalms. He began to translate
Psalm 130 and was struck by verse 4, "But with you
there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared." He
decided to forgive the transgressors. He did not
even take reconciliation gifts from them, which was
contrary to their tradition.

"I personally won't take any of these compen-
sation items. Because God has forgiven me, | for-
give you. | won't take anything because | want
you to know | forgive you out of my heart, not
because of what you have given my family and

me. From now on when you meet me on the
path, don't aver your eyes. | want you to look at
me and know that | have forgiven you"

(p.55, The Power of the Word, compiled and
edited by Luci Tumas and Patrick Wilson)

Itis not only individuals but also whole tribes and
clans who do forgive others as they fully appreciate
God's forgiveness for them. For four days in 2011,
Bambalang village in Cameroon was attacked by
therival village people; 300 houses were burnt
down and 3000 people were displaced. But as they
were about to dedicate the Gospel of Luke in
Chrambo language, they got Jesus' message on for-
giveness (Luke 627).

"Hating your enemy cannot solve the prob-
lem. But loving your enemy will disarm your
enemy and make him powerless." (See more,
http://vimeo.com/38633555)

Let us praise God who forgives! Let us love our
God back by forgiving others!

Week 27 Prayer: Lord, we thank you that the first recipients of your Word have the courage and
strength to forgive even in the worst of times! Bless us to take up the cross of forgiveness and follow
you in our lives. We repent for the wars in the world, so that your forgiveness and peace may come!
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