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"Angel Tracks”

words by Gyoojun Lee & illustration by Yaeeun Kim

There are many ways that open up throughout
one's life and we are asked to choose one of them
to follow. People tend to rely on their own under-
standing and desires to make choices. But the Bible
clearly tells us not to depend on our understand-
ing but to fully trust in God instead.

"Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean
not on your own understanding; in all your ways
acknowledge him, and he will make your paths
straight. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the
LORDand shun evil" (Proverbs 3:5-7, NIV)

David was carrying out a language survey for the
Kham people when he got lost with his Sherpa
helpers on a Himalayan mountain. But suddenly, a
tracks of footprints appeared before them out of
nowhere which led them to the mountain top in
the midst of a whiteout The snow and thick
clouds had surrounded them so heavily that they
could not see where they were, and where to go.

Once when the tracks began a steep ascent,
we foolishly ignored them and followed our
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own instincts, only to be trapped at the lower
end by a straight drop-off. We returned to the
tracks and followed them across a narrow ledge
on a high, vertical precipice. We couldn't see the
bottom because of the fog, but whether it was a
hundred feet down or a thousand feet down
made lictle difference. If f we slipped, we would
plunge to our death. There was only one route
through the maze; everything else was a dead
end. The tracks led the only way. (pp.32-33, At
the Foot of the Snows, by David E. Watters)

The tracks led them to high spires and back to a
trail which led down into the valley. They thought it
was someone else's footprints who had gone shortly
ahead of them. But they realized that was not true
when they finally arrived at the Sisne village down in
the valley. The village people were furious at them,
not believing that they travelled from the west, in
the high-mountain areas. In fact, there had never
been any visitors from that direction at that time of
the season. So, David called the strange footprints
“angel tracks.” They were God's guiding path for
them!

To many people, Bible translation and its related
ministries are the paths that lead them to the Lord
and help them follow God's Word from then on.
Limbi was a palm-wine drunkard and troublemaker
in his village in northern Congo. But after he was
drawn to a skit that depicted illiterate people, he
began to attend the literacy class held in his village.
He was successful at Class One and stepped up to
Class Two. Then, he came to know Jesus, the Wis-
dom, through reading the Bible translated in his
own Ngbaka language and became a Christian.

(p.17, The Power of the Word, compiled and edited by
Luci Tumas and Patrick Wilson)

We are very thankful to God for showing us the
right path physically and spiricually, especially when
God's word is given in one's heart language. Let us
continue to follow God's lead rather than deviating
from his path with imperfect human understand-
ings. Pray also that God's wisdom, Jesus, can be fully
known to people in their heart languages so that
they can be led "by the way, the truth, and the
life." John 14:6)

Week 28 Prayer: Lord, we thank you for calling those of us who have wandered far away back,

and for guiding us to walk in your ways! May national Bible translators, church leaders, and mission-

aries alike be guided by the light and life-giving power of your Word in every situation.
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