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"Like but Unlike Jonah"

words by Gyoojun Lee & illustration by Yaeeun Kim

One of the most famous stories in the Bible is
Jonah's. story. The Book of Jonah is often selected
as the first book in the Old Testament for transla-
tion into a target language as it is a good and short
narrative. People of the target language also love
the story; and they usually understand and re-
spond well when it's translated into their language
and narrated to them.

This fascinating story of Jonah not only catches
people’s imagination but also pierces deep into our
conscience. A lot of people easily identify them-
selves with the runaway prophet. Iso is one of the
people who found that this story was just for him-
self. Miraculously the first draft of the Book of Jo-
nah in his language, Masan, was given to this young
thriving writer who had known Jesus since age 23.
He read it but realized that the draft needed a lot
of corrections. He came to know the translation
organization and joined the translation team.

"Iso .. began translating the book of Jonah. He

was asked, “Why Jonah?” He quickly replied,

Read the Bible,
Bless the Bibleless
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“Short book!” While translating, Iso related to
Jonah. “Sometimes | have an attitude like Jonah. |
want to escape from many things, especially
when God speaks. | never thought about others
much as | was attending to myself. .

| still have ambitions about writing but | believe
God trusts me to write for Him. God gave me a
talentand there are more things to share in the
Masan language including the real thing, the
Bible. | want to help reach and teach the unedu-
cated and many others. | want to help my peo-

ple." (From former Wycliffe International website)

Not only national workers but also missionaries
make the same confession. Linda Thomas said she
was like Jonah when she dragged herself to the mis-
sion field only because her husband wanted to be a
missionary with Wycliffe Bible Translators working
in Africa. There are so many things she did not want
to leave behind to obey God's calling,

But she was not like Jonah at least when she found
how greatly God opens people's hearts by talking to

them in their language. She became so thankful to
have been interrupted by God's plan for the Bi-
bleless peoples.

.. If people have Scriptures in their own heart
language, Bishop Ndukuba says, “They will blow
up! They will open up. They will cry, they will
laugh, they will rejoice, they will sing! It means
God is part of their tribe, is one of them. When
they talk to Him, He is not at stranger.”

| played a very small role in Bible translation in
Africa, but my heart soars ... | rejoice when | rec-
ognize God interrupted my life with His divine

\

invitation to join Him and participate in His pur
poses for my generation-and for generations to

come. (From former Wycliffe International website)

Like Jonah, many Christians are content to keep
their God-given blessings within the confines of
their own family, their own church, and their own
nation. What a blessed life it is to be willing to go
after God's heart and share His blessings with other
nations!

Week 30 Prayer: Lord, we thank you for missionaries and national Bible translators who, unlike

Jonah, are obedient to their calling, bearing the heart of God. Help us, too, to embrace your heart
and partner with them to see all peoples hear, see, and experience your love in their heart language.
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