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"God's Highway Builders”
words by Gyoojun Lee & illustration by Yaeeun Kim

A herald always comes before his king. People
cannot see the king coming yet, but they have to
believe what the herald says and prepare for the
king's arrival. Isaiah said the King is the Lord,
YHWH (Isaiah 40:3-5). By designating John the
Baptist as the voice of the herald, Gospel writers
clearly manifested Jesus as the Lord, God! The mis-
sion of John the Baptist was to help God's people
prepare for Jesus' arrival with repenting hearts and
expectations for their everlasting restoration.

There are many types of God's heralds and ex-
press builders who truly believe in the King's com-
ing and their restoration as the result, bible transla-
tors being one of them. We believe God's Word
will last forever and proclaim the restoration of the
peoples who receive and believe it (5, 8). But there
are many valleys, mountains and hills that make
their ministries very difficult on the path to the
delivery of God's Word in the recipients' language.

The Popjes did not understand why their transla-
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tion project for Canela people went so smoothly
without meeting any type of serious barriers. Other
translators envied them as all the translators met
together to discuss how to overcome the barriers
they were facing. For the Popjes, their translation
path was like a well-paved expressway. There were
no sharp corners, sight-limited routes, or stone-
falling areas. It was all straight and fast in terms of the
relationship with the local people and their support.

The Popijes finally got a hint for why when they
received a letter from Belfast, Ireland. It was sent by a
former missionary who traveled over the Canela
people's village by chance. He was scared off by the
people but he have kept praying for them since
then until the Popjes finished the Canela translation.

As the Irishman went on to tell us more about
himself, we realized he had started praying for the
Canela of Brazil when our parents were still teen-
agers! A full ten years before Jo and | were born!
He prayed faithfully for the Canela for forty years,
until we finally got there—as thirty year-old lin-
guist-translators. Then he prayed for another

twenty-two years, until God's Word was translat-
ed into Canela and the Church was established.
Finally, after sixty-two years of praying, the Lord
took him Home, no doubt to an exceedingly
great reward.

God seems to have bound Himself to act on
earth mostly as His people ask Him to. He volun-
tarily limits Himself to work in this world mainly
in response to the prayers of His children. He
prepared the Canela for our coming as an answer
to that Irishman's prayers. Jo and | spent twenty-
two years of our lives talking to the Canela about
God. The Irishman from Belfast spent sixty-two
years of his life talking to God about the Canela.
Both activities were needed for the Canela to
receive God's Word in their language.

Now God can speak to the Canela about Him-
self directly from His Word! (quoted from the
former Wycliffe Global Alliance’s webpage.)

Why don't we become a builder of God's high-
way for a Bibleless people group?

Week 31 Prayer: Lord, thank You for binding us with the rope of Your love and for allowing us to

enjoy the wonderful privilege and joy of joining Your Mission, binding Yourself through that love!

Please come and establish Your Kingdom as You bring Your Word in their heart languages.
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