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"Ministry to the ever-
lasting Word of God"

words by Gyoojun Lee & illustration by Yaeeun Kim

Isaiah strongly urged Israel to solely depend on
God, and not on other nations. But even Hezekiah
was not faithful enough. Itis very sad to read Isai-
ah’s prophecy to Hezekiah, ".. everything in your
palace, and all that your fathers have stored up
until this day, will be carried off to Babylon. .. your
descendants .. will be taken away, ... become eu-
nuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon." (Isaiah
39:6-7)

But God's faithfulness would not change and he
would not give up on His own people. That is
shown in the following section of the Book of Isai-
ah (Chapters 40-55). His salvation was proclaimed
and that would be realized through His suffering
servant, or the Messiah, the Anointed One
(Chpters 40-53). Then His suffering-love-filled invi-
tation is given to His people (Chpaters 54-55).
'Come and eat My Words that will truly satisfy you
and you will live eternally. It is my everlasting
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promise. You can be sure of this as you see how |
hold this world so that you can keep living on this
earth.’ (writer's own paraphrase of Isaiah 553, 9)

God often gives Bible translators His confirmation
through national workers who commit their lives to
this eternal Word of God. Faye was one of the Bible
translators who saw God's Word transform people
and help them live eternally. One day she got a
guest who dropped in to learn more about his own
language, Navaho. His name was Roger Deal and he
wanted to know more about God's Word in Navajo.

He was raised as a traditional Navajo man and got
tuberculosis from a co-working white man at a rail-
road construction site. He was hospitalized with the
help of a missionary couple a long time after his fam-
ily tried with their medicine man to cure him. Roger
was able to learn how to read Navajo and hear more
about the Good News of the Bible during his treat-
ment at the hospital.

Faye realized that Roger was an excellent checker
of the Navajo translation and he could work togeth-
er with her national translator Geronimo. But Roger
had to support himself and Faye did not have

enough in her budget to hire them though she did
her best to share what was given to her. While Rog-
er worked on the New Testament translation with
Geronimo, spring drew near. Roger used to say he
would look for work to support his family.

As spring approached, Faye asked Roger one
day, "Are you still planning to work with the
railroad gang this summer?"

He was sitting at Fayes's desk. Placing his hand
on the Bible, he said, "No, I'm not going to do
that. This is what | want my people to have, and
I want to help get it ready for them.”

"You won't make much money doing that!"

Faye said with emphasis. "We can't pay you very
much.'

“What's money?" he said. "It won't last forever -
but this Book will. | want my people to have
it" (p. 93, God Speaks Navajo, by Ethel E. Wallis)

Roger was one of the many devoted national
translators who committed themselves to the min-
istry of God's Word for their people, not for food
that cannot satisfy them (Isaiah 55:2).

Lord, we thank You for the dedicated local translators! How beautiful it is to devote one's life to bring-
ing God's Word to one's own people! Continue to bless them, so that they may be a blessing not

only to their own people but to all nations!
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