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"One Heart wnth God"

words by Gyoojun Lee & illustration by Yaeeun Kim

Which one of these two expressions can better
explain the concept of 'peace’in the Bible? ‘our
stomach and throat must be easy' or 'having one
heart? The answer is both. In fact, the latter is for
the Muinane people in Colombia and the former is
for the Sepik Iwam people in Papua New Guinea,
the second the people in Colombia. Let us look
into how 'having one heart' means ‘peace.

One day, Jim was waiting, with Chief Fernando,
for the plane that would transport the chief to the
town called Araracuara where he used to walk to
for three days. The chief was very happy as it took
him to the town only in 20 minutes. But to Jim's
regret, he got a radio saying that the airplane was
not able to fly because of the bad weather. The
chief was very frustrated and hastened to hit the
road with three days worth of provisions.

Interestingly, in an hour since the chief's leave, Jim
got another radio call. It said the plane would be
coming as the weather had developed for the bet-
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ter. Jim gladly sent a man to catch up to the chief
and got him to return. But it took too much time to
catch up to him and the pilot had to return to the
base as he could not make it before sunset if they
took off too late. You may imagine how mad the
chief was when he returned to find no plane there.
He was very furious and insisted on talking on the
radio and the recorder tape they used to record
stories.

But no one could imagine Jim would find one of
the key terms that he had been looking for over
three years for his Bible translation here! It was about
‘peace.’ The chief kept saying one phrase again and
again. Jim finally figured out as the chief spoke too
fast with his vehemence. It was 'having one heart!

Throughout the tape, the chief kept saying, 'l
don't have one heart." We asked, if the negative
were transformed to a positive, could a person
have on heart with another person? The answer
was yes. "having one heart" would mean that
there is nothing between you and the other per-
son. He does not owe you, and you do not owe
him. There is agreement, and everything is right

between you. There is freedom; there is nothing
to hinder your fellowship. You are no longer at
war; no longer fighting. All hostility is gone.
There is no more fear. (p. 102, Sent to the River
God Forgot, Jim &Janice Walton)

What an excellent definition of peace that illumi-
nates a good light on understanding the term in
the Bible. In the Book of Jeremiah, peace between
God and His people is one of the important motifs.
They sought peace but there was not. They had to
deal with the many wrongdoings they had done
Him. But false prophets kept guaranteeing the peo-
ple God's peace (Jeremiah 6:14; 14:13; 23:16-17)
without repenting. However, God loved His people
so much that he would restore the peace between
them and Himself (297, 33:10, 33:9, 26:27).

This is why God sent His only Son to us. Through
his once and eternal payment of our debts to God
on the cross, Jesus restored the peace between God
and all nations, not Jews only.

"Therefore, since we have been justified through
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ" (Romans 5:1).

Week 34 Prayer: Faithful Lord God, thank You! When Bible translators and local translators encounter

difficulties and cannot move forward, please remind them of Your faithfulness and enable them to

continue for one more day. We believe that You, our faithful Lord, will soon pro-

vide a breakthrough!
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