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"Kingdom Friendship”

words by Gyoojun Lee & illustration by Yaeeun Kim

Isaiah ministered alongside several prophets of
his time. For instance, prophets like Amos, Hosea,
and Micah proclaimed spiritual and social reform,
denouncing the corruption of idolatry hidden be-
hind a veneer of peace and prosperity, and the
widespread injustice in society. Hosea served in the
Northern Kingdom of Israel, Isaiah in the court of
the Southern Kingdom of Judah, and Micah in the
countryside.

The relationship between the prophets and the
kings was also one of crucial partnership. When the
prophets proclaimed the word, and the kings, as
leaders, responded by taking the lead in reform,
God's salvation came. Ahaz was a stubborn king
who did not even desire the grace of God's salva-
tion given through the prophet Isaiah, whereas
Hezekiah responded to the word and experienced
God's salvation.

Isaiah, Micah, and Hezekiah can be said to have
set a good precedent for the generations that fol-
lowed. The prophets boldly proclaimed God's
word in their respective positions, and the king
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humbly listened to that word. Thus, spiricual and
social reform occurred, and by God's grace, the na-
tion was saved.

In a sense, Micah and Hezekiah set up a good ex-
ample for succeeding generations. The messenger's
bold proclamation of God's Word and humble lis-
tening of the king led to both spiritual and social
reformation and the nation was able to be pre-
served by God's grace.

We believe the same thing will happen with the
Bibleless people groups when local churches hear
their silent cry for God's Word in their own language
and work with them until they can have the mes-
sages of God's love in their own language.

During the service, Mariama and Kurian gave
an excellent testimony and power point presen-
tation on Bible translation. Then a table was
quickly placed at the front of the church; two
fancy folders were placed on the table. These
folders contained an official contract, in which
the church committed themselves to adopt the
Bahasaru Bible translation project. The church
will pray faithfully for this project and the people

who speak the Bahasaru language. The church
will bear all expenses including salaries and
printing costs. The church promised to see this
through to the end.

Such commitment did not happen overnight.
The pastor of this church is a former missionary.
Bible translation was presented in the church
last year and about six months ago they were
challenged to pick up a translation project. Ku-
rian and Mariama are good communicators and
hosted a church delegation in the village where
they work a couple of months earlier. A lot of
preparation has taken place. Now we will see
the fruit of that preparation. This church is set-
ting a wonderful example which we hope oth-
ers will follow. ()

Wycliffe Bible Translators of Canada recently
launched a new concept of partnership, Kingdom
Friendship. This is to connect the Bibleless people
groups in the mission field and local churches here
in Canada. We believe this type of partnership
model will help the Bibleless nations live forever
before God and more churches become Kingdom
Friends with these Bibleless nations.

Week 31 Prayer: Even when we did not know each other, You raised up people and ministries in
many different places, orchestrating all things. We thank You, Lord, that churches and believers
wholeheartedly cooperate in Your Mission! Grant us all a humble attitude and abundant sharing as

we serve together the Bibleless nations!

Translating Scripture, Transforming Lives
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