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"Adopted into
God's Family"

words by Gyoojun Lee & illustration by Yaeeun Kim

The Kenizites were adopted into God's family
when Moses' father-in-law joined the Israelite peo-
ple on their journey to the promised land. Among
their descendants, the Rechabites showed their
zeal to worship God by separating themselves
from wine while keeping their nomadic life style.
Jeremiah commended them for their faithfulness
and, using them as an example, tried to persuade
Judah to obey God's Word. (Jeremiah 35:1-19)

The Canela people's story of adoption tells us
one good example of how powerful God's Word
and His adoption of nations can be.

About 10 years after Jack and Jo Popjes” ministry
with the Canela people, the Brazilian government
cancelled the document permitting the Popjes to
live and work among the Canela people. The Pop-
jes had to withdraw to the SIL base, 800 km away
from the village. But Jack tried to deliver literacy
material and the translated Bible portions, Luke
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and Acts in the Canela language. The government
forced Jack to sign the document which allowed the
distribution of the literacy materials but banned
that of the translated Bibles. However he took both
in two separate drums.

When the Canela people saw only one of the two
drums open, they asked about another drum. Jack
explained the situation and the elders discussed
night long while Jack prayed. Early in the morning
the chief came and asked him to pack both drums
and leave. Jack was told to put them outside of the
gate 35km away from the village; then the chief's son
would pick them up. No violation of the agreement
occurred as it was outside Canela territory.

Three years later, they had a surprise visit. One of
the national translators working with them made a
trip to come to them. For about a week, Jaco
walked, took a rice transportation truck and a bus,
and walked again on the way. After feeding him and
hearing the news from the Canela village, Jack asked
him if he could do some translation work together
during his stay. He said OK and they started with
prayer.

Jack finished his prayer opened his eyes but Jaco

just started 'his' prayer. Jack wept for Joy when he
heard Jaco's prayer. That was for the first time Jack
heard Canela people pray and knew there were
Canela believers.

Jaco read Luke and Acts and one day he was
asked in his heart that when he would obey what
he had read. He went out and asked God's help.

"..Great Father in the Sky, according to what |

read in these papers, you are very good and | am
very bad. Please do something for me."

Then .." He(/God) adopted me into His fami-
ly," Jaco said using the same expression that the
Canelas used when they adopted Jack and Me
into Canela families and we became fully func-
tioning members of our new families and of the
Canela culture. ..

Although for three years there had been no
missionary, no preacher and no evangelist in the
Canela village, God's Spririt had been at work. ...
(pp.69-71, Pokes in the Rib, by Jo & Jack Popjes)

Let us pray that more nations would be adopted
into God's family with the power of God's Word in
their heart language.!

Week 35 Prayer: Thank you, Lord! You are a Good Father! We know that You still desperately want
to bring in those lost sons and daughters (nations) back into Your family. Help us to have your heart
and contribute daily fo this cause, so we are ready to welcome them when they hear Your Word in

their own language and return.
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