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"The Transcendent Truth”

words by Gyoojun Lee & illustration by Yaeeun Kim

Jesus challenged the self-righteous young man,
who thought by doing good things he was blessed,
to wholly trust in God and His righteousness
(Matthew 19:16-30). No one could stand if God
kept a record of sins (Psalms 130:3).

A chief was in the same position before he was
challenged by a Bible translator who worked in his
village.

I'm not a bad man. I've never stolen anything
from another person's garden; | don't get angry;
| have only one wife; I'm not bad, I'm a good
person.”

The group at the meeting agreed as he was a
good leader and husband. He had been loyal to his
wife even she was barren. Poki, a national translator
who tried to teach that all men are under a curse
since Adam and Eve had sinned, remained silent.

Jim, Wycliffe Bible translator working in Mana-
galasi people, was in silence, too but he prayed mo-
mentarily and asked the chief. "who do you pray
to?" As the chief knew the first of the Ten Com-
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mandment already, he admitted that he was a sin-
ner and after a few moments of discussion all people
agreed.

Later, when they dedicated the New Testament,
another chief Marija stood and made a speech.

"Before you came," he said, swinging his eyes to
Jim and me (Jaki), "we prayed to the spirits. We
were always afraid. And when our people died,
we cried because we would never see them
again. But now, because of Jesus, we don't have
to be sad when our relatives die. We will see
them again.”

He had incredible authority in his gaze, and an
uneasy feeling shot through me. | drew in a deep
breath and waited.

"The villagers in America knew about Jesus for
many, many gardens," the chief pointed out.
"Why didn't they send someone to tell us long
ago? Why didn't your grandfathers come and tell
our grandfathers? And your fathers come to tell
our fathers? No one came to tell them, and now
they all live in the fire."

Chululu, a translation checker, also took his turn
and said,

"But the things you taught us have come
good, and most of us are born again. And we're
going to teach our children the new road, and
our children will teach their children. We will all
live in God's village together some day.

"When you go back to America, tell your
friends that the money and their prayers have
not been wasted. Tell your churches how
thankful we are to them for sending you to give
us God's Word. Tell them how it changed our
lives and that we are now God's people.”

(quotations from, p. 96, pp. 180-181, Poking
Holes in the Darkness, by Jaki Parlier)

God's truth can be translated into all cultures and
will transform them. Just as with the Parlier couple
and the churches that worked alongside them, the
same work is being accomplished today through
God's people who dedicated themselves through
prayer, finances, and their very lives!

Week 40 Prayer: Lord, may the gospel be proclaimed to all nations in their own languages, so that
they may receive as a gift the righteousness imputed to them through the atonement of Jesus Christ
alone — not through good works, asceticism, or training — and may the kingdom of heaven be es-
tablished among them as they live as God's children and people.
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