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Born-again People
words by Gyoojun Lee & illustration by Yaeeun Kim

Jesus elevated Nicodemus' feeble Judeo-centric
and earth-bound understanding of eternal life to
the level of a divine and spiritual one. In those days,
many Jewish people believed that only devout
Jews would go to heaven while corrupted Jews and
Gentiles could not. But what he was taught by Je-
sus totally changed his worldview. It is the renewed
and transformed life made possible only by God,
His Son, and the Holy Spirit.

As Jesus met with Nicodemus, ruler of the Jews,
Marilyn Laszlo confronted the chief of Hauna vil-
lage at night. There were a few key people who
was transformed by God's grace when she worked
with Sepik lwam people in Papua New Guinea, to
translate the Bible in their language. Sauperi, the
chief of Hauna village, was one of them.

He visited her place at night and showed her his
fetishes, which people believe have spiritual pow-
ers, and explained the use of each fetish one by
one.

Read the Bible,
Bless the Bibleless
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Joh 1-3

Joh 4-5

Joh 6-7

Joh 8-9

Joh 10-11

Joh 12-13

To Marilyn it felt like a scene from a scary mov-
ie, with a canopy of darkness hovering over the
room. 'Please, Lord Jesus, she prayed silently, 'you
are more powerful than these fetishes. You can
command the spirits they serve. Please protect

me.
Then she hold the Bible and proclaimed.

"This is Father God Creator's Carving (written
words, ie, the Bible) .. Father God created the
crocodile and the cassowary bird. Father God
created you.. | am not going to be frightened by
spirits because my God is greater and stronger
than all of them. Sauperi, you need to ask Jesus
into your throat (Sepik lwam people believe
one's person is in throat)"

Sauperi put all those fetishes in his bag and disap-
peared into the darkness as he had come, asking her
to keep his visit as secret. Marilyn was not able to
sleep wondering why he came and did that. In fact,
Hauna people believe that if one's fetishes are seen
by a woman, they would lose their powers.

Interestingly, as he visited daily and more fre-
quently, his spiritual interest increased to inquire at
length about Papa God's Talk.

One evening he lifted his cup following a
hearty drink of coffee (which is called 'sweet
water'in their language), laid a hand on his
friend's Bible, and said, "Your talk about Papa
God is sweet. Itis like sugar." He lowered his cup,
mused a long moment, then added, "l want Je-
sus to live in my throat.”

(from pp. 99-104, “Spitters to Saints’, Mission
Possible, by Marilyn Laszlo with Luc Tumnas)

Now, Sauperi's trust and peace was not in those
fetishes any more, but in Jesus Christ alone.

With his one night visit to Jesus, Nicodemus be-
came one of Jesus’ followers. He defended Jesus
when he was with the Sanhedrin (John 7:50-52),
and helped prepare for Jesus’ funeral (19:39). Chief
Sauperi also became one of the great helpers who
gave priceless information to Marilyn, traditional
stories that give a log of insights to their worldview.

Week 43 Prayer: Lord, may the gospel be proclaimed to the many people still oppressed by the
evil spirits of this world and deceived by mediums, living in darkness and fear. May they encounter
Jesus through the work of the Holy Spirit, be born again, and live a new life.
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