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words by Gyoojun Lee & illustration by Yaeeun Kim

In Second Corinthians, Paul vindicates his apos-
tolic authenticity by arguing that he had not tried
to prove himself but revealed the power of God
through preaching Jesus with the help of His Spirit.
He confessed that God's power was revealed
through hardships and his weaknesses.

“But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show
that this all-surpassing power is from God and not
from us. We are hard pressed on every side,but not
crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted,
but not abandoned; struck down, but not de-
stroyed.” (2 Corinthians 2:7-9)

In many areas of the world, accepting Jesus as
one’s Lord means ‘courting disaster’ into his or her
life. This was true with two veterans in the Himala-
yas in Nepal when one of them was ostracized by
his community.

Prem'’s nephew reported to the local police re-
vealing that Prem became a Christian. The police
beat him, almost to death, and dragged him back
to his house because they didn't want him to die
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at the police station. They even threatened Darima,
Prem’s wife, and extorted them.

The Chainpur village people also sentenced them
bahit, the severest punishmentin the Magar society.
Pream and Dairma would be totally ignored and no
one would be able to make contacts with them.
They were about to be asked if they would not be
Christians after the punishment for six months.

But God was in their side and worked for them.

They had more rice fields than most, and har-
vesting was a huge job. ... Of course, everyone in
Chanipur was strictly prohibited from helping
them. However, some people from another vil-
lage seized this opportunity to get employment.
... They worked really hard and got it all done in
one day. Consequently, their expenses were less
than usual that year.

On the other hand, God'’s hands were on the side
of those offenders. Prem’s nephew suddenly got a
knee problem and died of it in seven days.

... It seemed to them that God might not have
been happy with this man’s hate for the Chris-
tians. Before the year was out, the sergeant who

was in charge of their beating also came to an
unexpected end. He had gone out drinking one
night, and while coming back along the trail he
slipped an plummeted down the mountain to
his death. (pp. 83~89, God'’s Hands in the Hima-
layas, by Cary Shepherd)

But God also showed His healing power through
Darima’s prayer. She did not block the flow of God's
healing power when she was ostracized but kept
releasing it.

She prayed using the authority that she had
learned was in Jesus’ name. She totally under-
stood that she herself had no power, so she let
God... yes, she just relied upon God to use His
power. ... Jesus seemed to have just the right
diagnosis and the right remedy. ...

The Chainpur people were not able to contain
God's power by locking up Prem and Darima. They
were not intimidated at all and rather did not stop
blessing the opponents. Let us pray that all the per-
secuted and weary can experience God's power in
the midst of their sufferings and persecutions
through faith in Jesus.

Week 47 prayer: Lord, in many nations and ethnic communities, Christians are still being ruthlessly

persecuted. May the persecutors be converted like Saul, and may the Christians

overcome with abundance like Paul. Trapglating Seripture, Transforming Lives
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