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"Christ(ians), Hope
of the World!"

words by Gyoojun Lee & illustration by Yaeeun Kim

From the deep tropical jungles to the sparkling
Northern Lights, God's creation is glowing grandi-
osely. The beauty of His work can be best seen in
all the diverse peoples and languages, reflecting His
creation with their colorful cultures. All creatures
should praise in unison and harmony, “How great
art thou, the Creator!”

However, they are all groaning on the inside.
God'’s people tuned with the Holy Spirit can look
deep into people’s hearts and the natural world,
and pray with groaning that words cannot express.
But this prayer is not just full of sympathetic sor-
rows but with profound hope as well.

St. Paul revealed that all of creation, humans in-
cluded, are groaning. He saw through the glory of
Roman Empire and realized the depravity and eter-
nal death to which they were destined. Christians
were also groaning not because they were un-
saved, but because they were under severe perse-
cution.

But there is hope. Jesus is the hope for those who
needs salvation as he died for their redemption

Read the Bible,

Bless the Bibleless
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and rose again for their eternal life. Christians are
hope, even for those who persecute them. They
overcome any sufferings and persecution as they are
more than conquerors (8:37). The Holy Spirit helps
our weaknesses and even “prays for us with groaning
that cannot be expressed in words” (26, NLT). That
is why there is hope.

“And we know that God causes everything to
work together for the good of those who love God
and are called according to his purpose for
them” (Rom 8228, NLT). In fact, God is the master of
fixing things for us. Even in the worst possible situa-
tions, he so skillfully uses the circumstances to cre-
ate good things for us.

Steve and Jolene did not know how God would
do with their translation ministry when a group of
subversives burnt down their translation house in
the village and they had to be evacuated to the cen-
trein acity.

But in this hopeless situation, God sowed the seed
of the gospel into the heart of a man who had led
and helped the subversives loot and burn down the
translators house. He saw a Bible that had survived
the fire lying on the ground. He slipped it into his

pocket and read it later. As you can imagine, God
changed his life.

Two years after the destruction of the transla-
tors home, Steve and Jolene received a long-
distance telephone call from Ricardo. Tears
welled in Steve's eyes as he listened to Ricardo’s
story. Ricardo explained that in his morning class
[in the seminary] he had received Jesus as his
Saviour. Ricardo then asked Steve for forgiveness
for accompanying the subversives and helping
them loot and burn the house. This was the first
time that anyone from the local community had
asked Steve and Jolene for forgiveness.

Ricardo became one of the major national transla-
tors for the language and made a significant contri-
bution to revising the rough draft of the New Testa-
mentand finishing it.

A house destroyed... everything burned... a
thirty year village ministry up in flames... a New
Testament remained... the power of God's
Word... a soul now saved for eternity!

(pp.52-53, The Power of the Word, compiled and
edited by Luci Tumas and Patrick Wilson)

Week 48 prayer: Lord, who works through the word of power, thank You!! Today, add to the work of

your salvation and restoration for all who long for that power through Your Word.
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Bible Translation

Translating Scripture, Transforming Lives
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