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Read the Bible,
Bless the Bibleless

Wyclitte

Sat, Jan 14

Jan 8 Jan 9 Jan 10 Jan 11 Thu, Jan 12 | Fri, Jan 13

The True People of Israel
God's chosen nations
through Jesus Christ

Jacob prayed to God when forced to face his
greatest fear, Esau, and overcame that adversity by
God's full grace. The gist of this experience was
laying down'all his agenda before God. Before, he
always sought to gain blessings by himself through
deceiving and fighting against others. But now, he
gave up that life pattern and chose to live as God
blessed him. He gave up control over his life to God
and became God's blessed man.

By changing Jacob's name, God not only saved
him from the danger of his brother's revenging
hands but changed his identity (Gen 3828, Israel can
be literally translated as'God makes him win’). De-
ceiving and deceived is the way worldly people op-
erate to have a successful life, well portrayed in
Jacob's story. As his name prescribes, he was good at
cheating but he was cheated in the same way; Laban
tried to exploit him by changing the rules repeated-

Iyt
The core idea of being God's people (Israel) is get-
ting out of this kind of life and expecting God's bless-

Gen 20-22

Gen 23-24

Gen 25-26

Gen 27-28

Gen 29-30

Gen 31-33

Gen 34-35

ings and being the channel of His blessings. This
promise was given to Abraham and his descendants;

but not only by blood lineage but also by faith in Jesus.

Now, all nations can become God's people (Israel)
through Jesus Christ!

Once, there was an argument between a missionary

and a national Bible translator ina Muslim country. It
was about the Jacob's changed name, Israel.

..One day, we were at translating the section
in which Jacob was given his new name, Israel.
".."You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Isra-
el.."(Gen 3228) My Muslim-background na-
tional translator did not want to use the new
name in his translation because it was very
obvious that his Muslim brothers would hate
to hear that name. He suggested one solution
to use Jacob'instead when Israel designates

him, but Jewish nation' when it does the
name of Jews. | explained to him,'my brother,
I have becomea (true) person of Israel
through believing in Jesus. Any nation can
become God's chosen people, Israel, in the
same way. Do you still insist..' And | explained
more. Finally, he was persuaded and decided
to use the term Israel. (a Bible translation sto-
ry of Andre [pseudonym], excerpted from
pp.22~23, volume 208 NanGot BangUn
[Own Native Language: Act 2.8 NIV, bi-
monthly newsmagazine of Global Bible
Translators/Wycliffe Korea)

We pray that those Muslim brothers and Chris-
tians break free from their history of mutual animos-
ity of over a millennium and that all nations can be-
come united as God's people or true people of Israel
through Jesus Christ!

Week 2 Prayer: Lord, we thank You for tearing down the barriers between all nations
through the gospel of Your cross, making us all one in You. Instead of being wrapped up
in prejudice and custom, causing us to hate one another, grant us the grace to forgive,
accept, and respect each other through Christ's love. Work through the Bible translation

ministry in Muslim regions to open their hearts through Your Word!
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